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PREFACE to this EDITION. 

TTISTORY has been defined by fom* Writers, the Regjfter of Ages 
-*- -*• paft, and the Mirror of the prefent. But in whatever Light wc 
view it, either of Inftruftion, of Intelligence, or of Amufement ; the 
Hiftory of our own Country will always be reckoned the moil ufeful 
and entertaining. Whatever more immediately concerns ourfelves, ne- 
ceffarily becomes the (hiking Object of our Attention, And in this re- 
fpeft, the Hiftory of our feveral Counties — though poflibly lefs pleafing 
than many other Parts of Hiftory — may be rendered the moft ufeful to 
thofe Perfons, who bear any Relation to them, either by Habitation, 
Nativity, or Defcent, Authentic Narratives of the Lives and Conduct 
of our diredt and fpecific Anceftors; of the Qualities, .Products, and In- 
heritance of their landed Property ; with the feveral Actions which have 
been performed in different Periods of Time upon that particular Spot 
we inhtfftt ; naturally awakens the Curiofity and Paifibns of Mankind 
to attend the Recital.. But of all the Counties of England, perhaps, 
there are few, if any, whofe Hiftory is either more important in itfelf,. 
| or more particularly interefting to its Inhabitants, . than that of the 
^County of Chester*. The peculiar Circumftance pfits having enjoyed 
** a Palatinate Jurifdi&ion, and even a fpecies of Monarchy for fome Cen- 
tauries, renders the Account of it more curious and amufing than that of 
,^any other of its Sifter Provinces. And this Royal Jurifdi<3ion, by clofe- 
^ ly connecting the Inhabitants together, as the Common Subjects of the 
v,fame Provincial Monarch, has formerly occaiioned their focial Inter- 
N& courfe to be fo much more intimate aad friendly, as to have given rife 
^ to this Proverbial Qbfervation. 

As Fowls cling clofc in ftorroy Weather, 
Su Chcihirc Men will kait together^ 

HOLMS'* M.S.S, 
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And from this Principle of friendly Union has been derived another, 
pretty fimilar in its Nature, and its Confequences ; I mean that Provin- 
cial Spirit, which formerly cheriflied fuch a partial Fondnefs for their 
native Soil in the Breafts of the Inhabitants, that they imagined every 
Thing which was of Chefhire Origin to be fuperior to the Productions 
of any other Part of England. The Land was more fertile, the Wo- 
men were fairer, and the Men were hardier than their Neighbours. 
From which Principle it is imagined fprung the Proverb remarked by 
Drayton.-- -Chejloire Chief of Men. 

It was this Fondnefs for their own particular Spot, and every Thing 
around them, which probably may have influenced the Natives of this 
County to have fo tenacioufly retained their original landed Property. 
A Principle of partial Affe&iori for the Manfion they were born in, 
which has rendered their Families more ancient, their Genealogies more 
clear, and their Provincial Memorabilia more numerous and entire than 
in any other County of the Kingdom. 

As a regular then and well digefted Hiftory of Chefhire is, for thefe 
feveral Reafons, fo peculiarly interefting to its Inhabitants; at the fame 
Time as it is Angularly curious and important in itfelf; it may be natu- 
ral to enquire — what Colle&ions have been made with the fpirited 
Defign of compiling any Narrative of it, and what Materials exift either 
in Print or Manufcript for fuch a laudable Undertaking. 

The Manufcript Materials are much more numerous and valuable 
than the Printed ones. For in reality what the Prefs has hitherto 
produced relative to this County, is by no Means equal to the intrinfic 
Merit of the Subjedh The firft Treatife which made its Appearance 
was a fmall Folio in the Year 1656 under the Title of * Kings Vale 
Royal. — It received this Title from the Name of its Publisher, Daniel 
King, and from a favourite Spot in this County of our illuftrious Mo- 

• For a further Account of this Book fee Pages 5 and 24. 
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march Edward the Firft*. But notwithftanding its Royal Title this 
Trcatife is not fo properly a Hiftory of Cheshire, as a Series of Collec- 
tions towards a Hiftory of it ; gleaned up by two feparate and diftindt 
Authors, who had been long dead at the Time of its Publication. And 
as thefe Collections had been at firft formed, with no other View, than 
either of fslf Amufement, or of private Information — it is no wonder, 
that if we confider them feparately, they ftiould appear to be-extremely 
defedtive not only in Method, but in Matter i and if we confider them 
jointly, that they ftiould be found to confift of the moft tirefome Repe- 
titions, They are both of them too, at this diftance of Time, extreme- 
ly obfolete and defe&ive in Point of Style and Language. . 

The fecond Treatife which made its Appearance in Print, was from 
a much more able and meritorious Writer; a Folio Volume in 1672, 
under the Title of the Antiquities -of Cbejhire. But though the Title is 
general, the Treatife is certainly particular. For excepting a few Ar- 
ticles relative to the whole County, it contains in reality only the Hi- 
ftory of the Jingle Hundred of Bucklow.*— Had the Author of this- Trea- 
tife, § Sir Peter Leycefter, compleated the Hiftory of the fix remaining 
Hundreds, it would have rendered any Application for a new Hiftory of 
this County, if not unneceflary, at leaft very unlikely of meeting with 
Succefs. Though even in this Cafe, a great Deal would have remained 
unfiniflied of our wifhed-for Plan, towards a general and compleat 
Hiftory of it. Sir Peter's Treatife is alrnoft entirely confined to the 
Succeflion of landed Property. And though he has executed this in a 
very mafterly Manner, yet by not reducing the Succeflion into Genealo- 
gical Tables, he has occafioned many Readers to complain of his Nar- 
rative, as tedious and uninterefting.-— But independent of this Com- 
plaint — whether juft or not, the Public muft determine — The Hiftory 

^ He founded here a (lately Monaftery by the Name of the Abbey Fate Royal, 
J Sec more of Sir Peters Collections Page 54. 

B 



vi PREFACE to this EDITION, 

of any County, to render it either pleafing or compleat, requires fome 
Particulars of the Nature of the Soil, its Products, Manufa&ures, local 
Antiquities, and principal Sepulchral Monuments ; together with fome 
Narrative of its Ecclejiaftical Concerns, and, in fuch a County as that of 
Chefter, its very peculiarly Civil ones. Not to mention that the City of 
Chefter is fufficiently important of itfelf, to demand a fingle,. and an ex- 
ten five Relation. 

Such are the * only Treatifes we have in Print relative to our Pala- 
tinate. But if our diftinguifhed County cannot yet boaft of any regu- 
lar and compleat Hiflorian ; the Materials ftill exifting in Manufcript 
towards an enlarged and general Hiftory of it, are the mod numerous 
and accurate of any other County in the Kingdom. And as thefe Ma- 
nufcript Materials, are not only in a great Meafure unknown, but of 
fiifficienL Confequence in themfelves, to demand fome particular Ac- 
count of them, the following Sketch was drawn up with die View of 
handing them to the Notice of the Public. 

In its firft State it was, what the Title fpeaks it, a private Letter to.a 
very valuable and ingenious Friend* And when the preffing Solicita- 
tions of others, more than any Merits of its own, drew it into Print i 
the Form of a Letter was ftill thought proper to be retained,, as admit- 
ting of a greater Variety of Clafiical Allufions, more Freedom of Style, and. 
more natural Digrefiions, than a grave and Historical Differtation. And 
the Author is too fearful, that even all thefe Affiftances will fcarcely pre- 
serve it from the ufual Complaint of being tedious and uninterefting. 

In this new Edition, he wifhed to have communicated many more 
Anecdotes of the Collectors of thefe Manufcripts. But he was fearful 
of trefpafling too much upon the Expence and Patience of the Reader. 
There are many Paffages too he wifhed earneftly to have altered, as 
containing Expreffions perhaps rather too florid, and too cnthufiaflic^ 

5 It is fcarcely neceffary to except two or three (ball local Pamphlets. 
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for thfe gravity of Hiftory. But as thf y had already pafled the feivere Trial 
of the Prefs, he has permitted the Judgement of fome- particular Friends 
to over-rule his own, by reprinting them Verbatim* 

With regard however to thofe Expreflions, which may be fuppofed 
Father too florid* he fincercly folicits the Candor of the Reader to recoi- 
led*, that though this little Treatife bears the Title of— A Sketch of 
Hiftorical Materials, — it is in reality only a Letter to a private Friend. 
And with regard to thofe Expreflions which may be fuppofed rather too 
entbufiaftic, he wifhes they may be jointly afcribed, as well to his Na- 
tural Affedtion for the Place of his Nativity,, as to an ardent Defire of 
fixing the Attention of his Countrymen upoirthefe Numerous and Va- 
luable Manufcripts; in hopes that a due Senfe of their Ancejlors, their 
Country* and Them/elves, might work up thefe Materials,. by their pro- 
vincial Encouragement, into a General and Compleat Hiftory of their 
County Palatine. 

At 4he Time when this Letter was firft published, the Author him- 
felf had not the leaft Intention of commencing the County Hjftorian* 
But the partial Approbation of feveral Gentlemen of Literature and 
Diftin&ion too unhappily influenced his private Reafons ; arifing from 
the Extent and Charge of the Undertaking, more efpecially as they re- 
peatedly aflured him, that this his favourite Plan would fmk into Ob- 
livion, unlefs he himfelf undertook the .Execution of ft.^-^Upon thefe 
repeated Entreaties, he confented to fubmit his Propofals to thfc Candor 
of the Public. And he is fortunate in experiencing the generous Pa- 
tronage of an indulgent Public* and of many refpeCMble Gentlemen o£ 
the County, to thefe Propofals. Though after alt, he is fo far' from any 
Self- Ambition, either of Fame or Fortune* from this Undertaking; 
that if any snore able Hand would eafe him of his future Labours, and* 
his paft Expences, he would with Pleafure decline the Office, and fub- 
fcribe 200' Guineas towards this much Wilhed for Hiftory. 
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The Materials for it are now ib compleatly arranged, that Jie is abl* 
to give fome little Abftradt of the Contents and Plan of it. : The pro- 
pofed Hiftory then of this County Palatine will be fufficieiatly copi- 
ous to extend to three Volumes in Folio. 

( i .) The Firft of which will contain a general Introdu&ioity refpe&ing 
the Nature of the Soil, its Products, Manufa&ures, and lo<;al:Ufages.— 

After this Introdu&ion, the Author will naturally. b.egin his tjiftorical de- 
tail, with an Account of its earlieft State, and firft Inhabitants ; the Erec- 
tion of it into a County Palatine; its peculiar Jurifdi&iort ; Civil Hif- 
tory ; Provincial Monarchs ; their Barons, and Chief Officers ; with a 
diftindt and enlarged Narrative of the City of Chefter, the Capital of 
this Provincial Monarchy,— Twenty Folio Copper Plates containing 
the Armorial Bearings of the Gentlemen of the County, and many 
elegant Perfpedtive Views will embellifh this Volume. 

(2.) The Second Volume will include the particular Hiftory, and Civil 
concerns of the Seven Hundreds. Each Hundred will be treated ^of in 
the Alphabetical Order of the feveral Parifhes ; and the Hiftory of each 
Parifh will comprehend an Account of every local and peculiar Circum- 
ftance attending it; the Townfhips, Antiquities, Names, and Succeffion 
of the Proprietors of the Soil;, their Pedigrees if of ancient Difcent; 
and their Halls or ancient Manfions. — This Volume too will be em- 
bellished with at leaft Twenty Folio Copper Plates, of the Views of 
Norman Caftles, and other Antiquarian Remains. 

(3.) The Third Volume will include the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of the 
County, in which will be contained fome Narrative of the State and 
Condition of the ancient Religious Hpufes; the Foundation of the Epif- 
copal See; the Lives aind Succeffion of the feveral Bifeops; the .Ac- 
count of their venerable Cathedral, and of every /acred Edifice or Paro- 
chial Church, digefted into the Order of the Alphabet. Under which 
laft Head will -be comprehended the Ara and Form of the Building, its 
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principal Sepulchral Monuments, ancient painted G/aJs, Coats of Arms 
remaining upon the Stru<5ture, the Tables of Parochial Benefactions, 
with every other Circumftance of an Ecclefiaftical Nature, which may 
tend to elucidate the Founders of the Church, or to preferve the Rights 
either^of the Pariflrbr the Benefice.' — And this Volume •will be like- 
wife embellished with 20 Folio Copper Plates, reprefenting the Re*' 
mains of Religious Houfesy the- Cathedral,- diftmguifhed* Churches, an~ 
cient fainted G/afs> and Sepulchral Monuments.* . 

The more numerous: however thefe Embellifhments are; and the- more 
extenfive the Plan, upon account* of thevaft Treafure of M.SS: Mate- 
rials — the more difftifive will be the Labour and Expence in the Com- 
pilation of this Hiftory.~ It is hoped therefore;^ that every candid Per- 
fon, will be-fo far attentiveto thefe neceflary Demands' upon the Time, 
Health, and Fortune of the Compiler — as not* to' imagine the propofed 
Subfcription of ften Guineas -too large a* Sum for this arduous Under- 
taking; Even this Expence to each individual \trill be fcarcely percepti- 
ble, or at the higheft Eftimate it will be certain ; to the Compiler, the 
Expence muft be uncertain y and what is- more an Object of Attention; 
in the Iffue-it will probably be exceffive. • But whatever it is, he fhall 
facrificc it with* perfeft Chearfulnefs to the Illuftration of his native 
County* - And he has hitherto been fa- much more anxious about tha 
Literary, than* the Pecuniary, Concerns of his favourite Purfuit,, as to 
have freely configned the afcertaining* the 1 Terms of the Subfcriptiori 
to thofe Cheshire -Gentlemen, whom he efteemed the moft proper Judges 
of the nature of the Work, and the ability of the County to favour it 
wkh Encouragement, v. 

But if thofe who cherkh a Regard and Tendernefe for their native 
Soil, will only ferioufly reflet— that they cannot purchafe the prefent 
printed *nd*invompkat Collections relative to their diftinguifhed County 
under * Six or Seven Guineas — it is hoped the prefent Propofals will hot. 

* Exclufivc of the fmall Tra£l of Sir John Dodbridoe ; and the imperfeft, Notes of Dr. Lbjoh, 
2» bit Natural Hiftory of the three Counties. 

c 
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be cfteemed too Expenfive, when the Number of Volumes and Variety of 
Copper Plates are taken into the Estimate.— -And (hould their En- 
couragement fwelL the Subfcriptioik beyond, the,. Author's Expectations, 
he then engages to embeUUh each Volume with at leaft 30 Folio Cop-r 
per Plates, For which he is already in Poffeffion of a mote than faffi^ 
cieocy of Drawings.. 

Tp fee this Hiftory,as complcat in^Point t>f Aco3iracy, and as -elegant: 
in Point of Ornament, as the Nature of it will admit; muft certainly 
be the Wifh of every Friend to Literature, and the Honour of this Pa — 
latinate. . But thefe. moft defirable and favourite Objeds can never be 
eife&ually accomplished without the benevolent zrui* earlieft affiftanecs , 

of every Wellwiiher to the Undertaking. The free and generous 

Communications of the prefent amiable Lady Leicefter, refied the * 
higheft Honour upon her Ladyfhip's liberality of Sentiment, And as > 
flbe has confidentially dedicated, with aa almoft unprecedented Zeal to . 
the Public Service of her Country, a ' Manufcript of the greatcft Impor- 
tance;— fome (hort Account of k may perhaps be no unpleafing Addi- 
tion to the following imperfedt Sketch of Hiftorical Materials. It is a . 
very large well bound. Volume*, written by that, able Antiquary Sir 
Pbter Leicester ; and containing nearly 200 Sheets of Imperial Pa- 
per. In which he. has regularly arranged, in Alphabetical Order, the . 
Pedigree of every Cheshire Gentleman from the earlieft Peripd \ drawn 
up in a Manner, fo exaft and^ccurats, as no remaining Evidences, either, 
in the Heralds Office, or in the -Repertories of private Families, can itf , 
the leaft equal. Their feveral .Coats of Arms, in die proper Colours, 
are elegantly blazoned -at the Top of each Pedigree. AndJndeed the- 
whole Manufcript is of that valuable Genealogical Nature, as ta.de- 
ferve zfeparaie, and. even expenfive Publication^ if weihouldiftill pre- 
ferve thofe Sentiments of Filial -Piety, and Veaxemionfor our Anceftors, 
which the moft polifh'd, as well as the moft virtuous, Nations havq . 
thought it their Duty to cultivate, and their Honour to avow. . 
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E N Page the 1.9th of the following Papers it is mentioned, that the Pubika- 
Hon of Henry Bradfl»w f s XAk of St. Werbqrgh in verfe, is a circumftanceun* 
known to alt our writers. But, as my ingenious Friend, the Author of the 
Anecdotes of Brifijk Typography \ has acquainted me with the Authority for h(f 
Aflfcrtion, ct That it was published at London, 1521, quarto"-* It is certainty 
a debt due to Friendffiip, and to Truth, to lay tbpfe Reafons before the Public 
—The yiduftpoua Mf« Ames in, hu Typographical Antiquities gives the running 
Title of the famous Henry Bradfljaw's Life of Sr. Werburgh in thefe Words*-? 
c « Here begynneth the holy Lyfe and Hiftory of Saynt Werburge, very, frutdfulj 
•* for all Chriften people to rede." Printed by Richard Pynfon, with a Wooden 
Cut of the Saint, and a Table.— The accurate Bifhop Tanner too, in his Bibtio* 
tboca Britannico- Hibernica, mentions this Publication y but fays, only fome parts of 
Ms celebrated Life were printed in 1521, quarto. From which his Lordfliip 
quotes this fingle verfc— 

" When Phebas -had ronnc his Conrs in Sagittaii,*' 

Here refts the Evidence of the Publication on one hand. — On the other hand, 
thelUtfer may t M h^ j?l«afe$, oqn(VU the fcttfeps given in page the 19th of thefe 
papers ; to which I (hall add, that no poffible enquiries of mine have been able 
to difcover the leaft trace of it, in any private as well as in any public Repofitory. 
And the Library of Dr. Ridtatf RawJUlftmt vbere it feemed moft likely to 
have been found, had fie fuch Book in Us Catalogue. There are two quarto 
volumes in this Colleffion, printed by Richard Pynibn, not unlike it in Title-* 
No. 4872, The Lyfe of Saynt Radtguxd ip verfe, without date : No. 5456, Here 
begynneth the Lyfe of the glorious Confeffoure of our Lorde % Saynt Frauncis ; without 
date.— Upon the «Jwl*> therefore, lean only clofe this- difficulty, with the 

good- 
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good-humoured expreffion of Sir Roger dc Covcrley— f * that much may be find* 

" on both Gdes :"— Or, in the more elevated ftile of the RoapaJSoft, 

• - w * 
1 -Non Noftrftm eft tantas componere litet. 

Bt fides the above feeming inaccuracy, the omiflioa of a note in the forty- firft 
page, renders fome little explanation of a paflage there rather necefiary. 
Bifhop Bridgeman's Scheme for the Revival of Ecclefiaftical Difcipline after tht 
Confufion of the Civil Wars, may feem to indicate, as if his Lordfhip was 
fcppofed to have out- lived this melancholy sera, of Public Ruin. The good 
Bifhop certainly drew it up, with the pleafing hopes, that he might have 
lived to have executed it himfelf. But in cafe he (hould/to/i beufe and ben* 
pore feen, before the completion of his earned wilhes, he then very warmly 
recommended it to the care and execution of his fucccflbn— His Lordfhip 
furvived till within two years of the happy Reft oration of Church, and, State* 
and then breathed his laft at Moreton near Ofweftre in Shroplhire, 1658,—, 
His great grandfon, Sir John Bridgeman, Bart ere&cd a handfome monument; 
•vcr his Remain^ in the jear 1719, 



The candid Reader is defired to correA the following Errors op the Pkis*v 

Page ij, line 10, join Plea-tolls with a Hyphen. • 

— 18, — — f-2, infert/j. 

19, before the Notes, infert 12. 

— — • 31, Line y, read with a SemittUn after CapiU * 

— — 35 • 4» the referrtng.Mark 1 to the Note inverted* 

—- - 34, 2, for Bbflock, read Bnfteh. ~ 

■■ 42 , v * ■ 7». Capital B in bti*g 
— — 43, «-»-— 1, for it lead nuns 
— — 43, In the Note, after 349, infert 347. 
— — 46, Line 4, for Value read Fa/our. 
~ -*— 48, invert the two Notes. 
— — 5°* * n the Notes, Lint penult, for Lambert > read 
— ~ 54, Line 3, join Literary-Parent with an Hyphen. 
__ 60, ——5, for Collictors, readCoj.LicTiiow8 



Sketch of the MA T E R I A L S 

FOR A 

HISTORY OF CHESHIRE, 

IN 
• A Letter to THOMAS FALCONER, Efq. 

DEAR SIR, 

THOUGH the common occurrences of life have 
difiolved that pleafing tic which fubfifted between us at Ox- 
ford ; and placed us, not — longo proximi intervollo — but as 
far afunder as Eaft and Weft; yet, 1 am always happy in 
every opportunity of reviving this tender intercourfe, and 
converfing with you upon paper, even at the diftanoe that 
accident has placed us. 

But fure, my good friend, you are not perfectly ferious.. 
in that flattering expreftion of your favourite wt/bes — 
" that my leading paflion for our National Antiquities, and 
** the pains I am fuppofed to have exerted in the purfuit of 
" them, might all at laft center in one point, and be entirely 
" dedicated to a History of Cheshire.'* For no one 
knows, or at leaft ought to know, better than yourfelf, 
how much of tint midnight oil muft neceflarily be, wafted in 
this laborious femee j and the great demand fo exteniire an 

B un- 
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undertaking is likely to maker upon me, both in point of 
Conflitution and of Fortune. CheJbire y X.o its preper Htftorian 9 
I will be bold to fay, is tne firft and mod: important county 
in the whole kingdom of Great Britain. Its original and 
peculiar privilege'of tiavirlg beert'fv filing centuries % mb^ 
narchy of itfelf— a complete imperium in imperio ' — has 
prefer ved in the public Repository of its Caftle more traces 
and memorials- of -its ancient Records, than any other Pro- 
vincial Diftrict. can boaft of. Add to this, the hiftory of 
her Barons bold — 

The rtfightie* men- of Bone", in her full bofom bred, 

v ; ..... 

— as Drayton fo poetically calk .them ; and in whofe 
bofom they have BotiriCbed from Father to Son* for 
fuch a length of age*; and you will eafily "conceive the 4 
almoft immenlity of matter that offers itfelf to a Chefhire 
Hiftorian. 

But if Glory and Honour, as you feniibly obferve, ftiH 
bear their full propoitfen to every Jibble'and every arduous" 
l - j\\ * = ' "* tafk; 

i I have given you Hugh Lupus's Charter under the collections of Henry, 
Bradfhaw. 

' ' '. 'J."!* " ' ' ' . "• " ' ' 

* Camden fays, that Chefhire always- produced morcgrotry than any other 
county in the Kingdom. For there was no part of England that formerly fup- 
plied the king's army wt* more nobUity ; or that obtlWf'inrthber more knight* 
Jwuflies. And old Spttd calls it the Sag-Plot of gentility. 
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talk; here is. certainly fufficient Palm to excite the honefi 
labours,, if not to raife the Enthuflafm of any future-, hifto- 
iaan of. this diftinguiflied County. And with the view of 
kindling up one fpark at leaft of this Enthufiaftic Flame, 
I (hall beg your indulgence, in the fhort compafs of this 
letter, to chalk out fome imperfect Sketch of the vaft Ma- 
terials ftill exifting towards a Hijlory of Chejhire. — Good 
Senfe itffelf, with a thorough knowledge of the fubject, will 
e^filydired the application of thefe materials; and then it 
muft be left to the native generofity of the Gentlemen of 
this County, whether their nurturing bounty will in future 
encourage any ingenious perfon • to arrange thefe materials, 
arid by regift ring the acls of their great Progenitors, to refcue 
theifc perishing Records from oblivion. — Eor my own part 
it .will be Sufficient praife, if I endeavour to wreathe an Ho- 
norary Chaplet that may adorn the Brows of their chofen 
Hiftorian, without prefuming to the vanity of placing it on 
my own.* 

As ths. E>i&atfes, however,, of Reafon are fierlifig in any- 
kind of language ; or, as Pope once faid to the Tully of the 
age, fince — 

TUinTruthy dear Murray, needs ao flowers. ol (fceecb* ■" 

— So take, my dear friend, the eilence of this whole argu- 
ment in the homely phrafe of Daniel King. — " That 
" there is no County in England more famous for a long 

61 fuc- 
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"fuccejtott of ancient gentry x than this of Cheshire, will 
" not be denied ; nor far fetting forth their defcents, and 
" memorable employments ; in as much as the fubftance of 
" all publique records for aim oft four hundred years are 
" carefully preferred in the Cajlle at Cbefier ; and that the 
" private evidences concerning the particular families of that 
*' County, are, by reafon of their long duration* kfsdifperji 
" than thole of many others, through the great and frequent 
" changes that have befallen them in moft places. — It is 
" therefore to be hoped, that the worthmeffe of the fubjeSf 
" will ftir up fuch, whofe greater abilities may, by a more 
" exacl furvey and fearch into the antiquities of this {hire, 
" contribute farther to its honour, by rcftoring to light 
" its ancient glory, for the more ample content of all /*r- 
u fons concerned therein, and their own lairing memory." 

This fenfible Extract from Daniel King,, is the fubftance 
©f his Preface to what, He is pleafed to call --- The Vale 
Royal of England, * But had the comic powers of that eafy 
poet, Gay, thought proper to have given it a name ; he 

would 

* The great Selden in his noces upon Drayton's Poly-Olbion, has this remark 
— " Generally in theft northern parts of England, the gentry is from ancient time 
44 left preferred in continuance oinme, ilmd, and fiace % and moft particularly fo In 
"Cheflrire, &c. 

* The only gentral account of Chtjhirt we yet have. 
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' would moil probably have affixed, to it the humourous, title 
of the -~-What D'ye call it of Che/hire. » Since King t 
Work, as it (lands at prefent, is neither fimply a Hillary 
nor fimply Collections j but a farrago of valuable ma- 
terials thrown together in fo much diforder, that we may 
candidly {peak of it* as Milton does of the tower of Babel* 

' — — Thus was the fabric left 
. Ridiculous j and the work Confufion named. 

But, upon this head, the ingenious author of the -— 
Anecdotes of Britijh Topography — has. exprefled himfelf 
with fo much propriety, that I cannot forbear giving you his 
fentiments. Speaking of Burtons Hiftory of Leicefterfhire, he 
proceeds thus : — '• The next county-fiirvey after Burton's 
" was that of Chejhire, 1656 ; indigefted, indeed, and incom- 
" pletei but fuch as, like thofe of many other counties, we 
*« muft be content with, till fome native Antiquary rifes up 
•« to enlarge and new model it." * 

Now, after what we have been told by King himfelf 
of the — Worthinefs of thefubjeSl j the further Contribution 
to its honour ; and the Ref oration to light of its ancient glory j 

1 Mr. Gay has a Tragi-comi-paftoral Farce hy this title.; 
* Preface to the Anecdotes of Br. Topogr. page viii. 

C can 



S S K ETC H OF THE MATERIALS FOR 

can we conceive fo ignobly of the great EngKJh blood of 
Chejhire chief of tnenj as to fuppofe them either indifferent 
or inattentive to fuch a future Hiftory of their County, as 
may in fome meafure be equal to Ac Grandeur of the De- 
fign, and to the illuftrious fubject of which it treats ? 

Sentiments, fuch as thefe, would be entirely inconfiftent 
with that native provincial generofity which I have this in- 
ftant taken the liberty to hint to you. And when I fpeak, 
my dear friend, of the native gentrofity of the Gentlemen of 
Chefliire, I am authorifed by modern facts, as well as by 
the truth of hiftory. But this generous turn of fentiment 
has always been rendered more eminently confpicuous, by 
having been particularly directed to that point of conduct, 
which jfesmed moil likely to promote the peculiar Honour* 
and the dijiinguijbed Character o£ this County. Of this, nature, 
certainly, was their celebrated Hoipitality of yore : Whick 
was really fo diffufively extenfive, as not only ftill to live i» 
Poetic Song, but in the relatione of graver Writers. I mail 
prefently give you inftances from both. But I xnuft firft of 
all conclude this remark, by obferving, that the modern fons> 

« — The nobleft Ccftrian ftiore, 
Of our Great Englifli Bleeds as careful here of yore* 
As Cambria of her Brutes ; now is, or could be then. 
For wfaick our Proverb calls her, Ch/Jhire Chief of Men. 

Drey ton's Poly-Olb. Song i J. line, j- 

of 
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of Che/hire are not any ways degenerated from the fpirit of 
their Fore-fathers, in the Provincial Chara&er of Genero- 
fey — If the Englifh Roafl Beefy and the Beverage of our 
Anceftors, retain at this day any part of their former dil- 
tinftion, except in rhime and metre, it is undoubtedly 
upon what old Drayton calls — " The Ceflrian Shore" 
And die Peers themfelves, thofe national inheritors of Ho- 
nour, have not fhewn more attention to the methodising, 
smd illuftrating of their Journals, 1 than the prefent Gentle- 
men of Cheihire have exerted in the Preservation of their 
County Records. With this noble view, they have fitted 
up a Suite of Rooms in the Caftle of Chefter, I won't 
barely (ay with every Degree of Convenience, but with 
every Degree of Elegance. And if the great defign is ftili 
incomplete, it is owing to the want of a proper candidate 
for that generous Reward^ which they have publicly offered 
for the Regular Claffing of their Provincial Muniments. 

Let me now give you inftances, both from Poetic and 
from Profaic Story, of the ancient Hofpitality of Chefhire. 
— The mufe, in Drayton's Poly-Olbion, ipeaking of our 

1 The houfe of Peers are at prefent fo attentive to this important fubjeft, 3» 
to have appropriated a particular Fund for the -noble purpofes of arranging 
their Records. And out of this Fund, the late Mr. Morant of Colchefter in 
Eflex, a Jerfey Man, had a munificent falary for Explaining thofe Journals which 
were written in old French. 

wars 
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Wars m France, thus celebrates the Prowefs of the Men of 
Cbeftrire> by faying that they had 

— — " Livelihood of their Own, their Ages to Suftaine * 

*' Nor did the Tenants Pay the Landlords Charge maintain ; 

•« But as abroad in Warre, He fpent of his Estate j 

" Returning to his Home, his Hofpitablt Gate 

** The Richer and the Poorefoad open to receive — — 

•• They, of all England moft, to ancient Cuftoms cleave." 

And Fuller, in his Englijh Worthies f confirms this pleaf* 
ing account of the Hofpitable Gate y in telling us, — " That 
" the Chefhire Gentry are remarkable for four Things ; 
" their Number s y not to be paralleled in England in the 
" like extent of ground 5 their Antiquity ', their Loyalty -, and 
•* their Hofpitality\ no County keeping better Houfes, 
" which, becaufe all grows on their own, may be the better 
" afforded. — This truth has given rife to a pleafant ob- 
%i fervation ; that it appeared to all people that the Chefiire 
" Gentry were good Houfe-keepers, becaufe they gave fo 
" many Wbeat-Jbeaves in their Coats of Arms ; Bread being 
" the Staff of HofpitaKty, and Wheaten the Befi of all 
•* Bread, Indeed I myfelf have reckoned no fewer than 

.' Pages »7i, 187. 

fix 
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* c * fix- and twenty' Wheat-Sheaves, called Garbs in Heraldry, 
u which are borne in the. feveral Coat-Armours of the Gen~ 
" /ry of this County" --- And he takes his farewel of Che- 
fliire, by earneftly wifhing — " That fome >of their Ho/pi- 
* c iality were planted in the South > that it might bring forth 
*' Fruit therein." 



Now, whether the plea/ant reafon of this bearing in their 
Arms, mentioned by Fuller, may be the true one, or the 
severfe ;* it certainly flrikes us with the agreeable appearance 
of an ingenious. Probability. And as the higheft inftance. 
of Chefiire Hojpitality, he might have carried on the Allu- 
fion, by telling us ; that thefe garbs, or Wheat Sheaves* 
are borne by the City of Chefter, as well as by the County 
Palatine itfelf* 



1 Our Author might have reckoned 


many more. Ta 


My lift, 






Birkenhead, 


- Eden,. 


Maxfield, 


Brerewood, 


Fitton, 


Merebury, 


Cholmondcley* 


Grofvenor, 


Mylneton, 


Calwich> - 


Hatton, 


Oldfield, 


.Cowper, 


Holdefheafe 


Prefton, 


Cradock,. 


-Kemp* 


Raincourt, 


Darby, 


King, 


Read, 


JDrdwood. 


Lang ton, 


Rutter, 


Dodd, 


. Leftwich, 


Sandbach 


*Doleman, 


>Mafterfori> 


.'fikelleiue* 



Take the following cur- 



Styche, 

Tiifton, 

Vernon* 

Weever, 

Weaver* 

Wheat, 

'Whitley, 

-WickftccU 
Wirrall* 



* Kent 9 s Grammar of Heraldry has this Obfervation under the family name 
•6f Raincourt — * '-The .Bearing of Garbs, denotes a Perfon gt ven to Hhfp&alito ~ 
^* and charitable to the Poor/! 
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But as &f*/ Cnftoms, of long {landing, give us the 
cleared inftght into the Manner* and the Genius of a 
People— I cannot avoid reminding you* upon the prefcnt 
©ccafion, that Frumenty 1 makes the principal entertainment 
©f all our Country-Wakes, and that no Feflal-Aimiverfary 
r5n poflibly be celebrated amongft the Inhabitants of Chef- 
hire ; unlefs, the Staff' of Hofpitality y as Fuller calls it» 
crowns the Social and the Feflal Board- 

The above paflage from Fuller, pats me in mind of a 
fimilar remark of the fenfible Verftegan, in his " Reftitu- 
tion of decay d Intelligence in Antifuities" The Modern* 
names of Lord sad. Lady> he fays, are only polilhed contracti- 
ons front the Saxon titles of Hlaford and Hleafdien. And he 
is certainly fo far right, that whatever words are at this, 
time ftrictly and purely Englifi, are undoubtedly nothing 
more than the old Saxon ones modernized, by fmoothing 
away and polifhing the roughnefs. — Your inquifitive turn 
of mind has, I'm fure, given you an infight into this lan- 
guage of our anceftors ; or, I mould have informed you 
from this author, that Hlaf means breads and dien means 
to ferve or diflribuu it. The fenfe of Hlaf> yon know, we 
ftill partly retain in the word loaf; of which the Saxon 

term 

» Our commou People call it FirmiU7--.lt is an agreeable. CompoGtion of 
Wiled Wheat, Milk, Spice andSugu* 
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term W3fi mofi certainly the parent. — KHlaf-ford therefore* 
or a /<?>•*/, amongft our anceftors was* one, who was the 
proveditor of Ceres, or the afforder of the ftaff of life. And 
the amiable title of ' HUaf-dim was applied to the Partner 
pf his joys and cares,, as being the distributer of her huf- 
band's bounty.— Whether the prefent refinements of life 
permit any part of the character of the Saxon Hlaf-ford to. 
exiift in the modern Lerd ' — u out of the bounds of Wirrall^ 
«' and of Delamere'*— I mall leave to your own refle&ions* 
But the ancient Hleaf~dien fo far exifts in the modern Lady* 
that by Hill preiiding archer hufband's table* (he distributes; 
his bounty to the furrounding guefts* 

. Thofe, whoafTe<5tedly ape the fuppofed refined manners: 
of a rival nation, want to laugh this cuflom out of counte- 
nance. But I own I always glow with an honeft indigna- 
tion, whenever I fee the fubfiantial manners> and xk&fenfibh 
cuftoms of our anceftors, fo miferably fricaffied away as they 
are, by profefledly mimicking the genius of a People fo con- 
trary to our own. 

Let 

» *' We find that our Nobility, which" generally do bear the Name of Lord t 
." bare always, and as it were of a v fucccffire Cuftom (rightly, according unto that 
*' honourable Name) maintained and fed more People, to wit, of their Servants, 
'«' Retayners, Dependents, Tenants, and alfo the Poore, than the Nobility of 
** any country in the Continent, which furely is a Thing very honourable and Jau- 
" dafcrfe, and. moil well befitting Noblemen and right noble Minds. 

V«fttg»n, P»ge3i7 N 



Let us. now v my- dear Friend, leave this Fcene of CheJhirc 
HofpitaKty--- where the Hlaford and the Hleafdien Rill 
flourifh as of yore — in order to celebrate thofe, her Literary 
Ions, who have reflected honour upon their native foil, by 
endeavouring to prefer ve any memorials of her ancient glory. 
Amongft thefe, I fhall not prefume to rank the colledors 
of her public Records within- the Caftle of Chefter ; be- 
caufe whatever care and pains they may have exerted, has 
been purely Official. 1 fhall only fay in general, that if 
thofe public Repertories of the Tower of London, the Rolls 
Chapel, and the Office of the Exchequer, are of the leaft con- 
fequence to the kingdom at large ; the Gaflle of Chefter is of 
the fame and equal importance to this our County Palatine. 
But there is one ptfblic Record^, formerly prefer ved in this 
Repofitory, of- much too-«u£eful and grand a Nature to be 
pafs'd over in lilence.~-You. are perfe&ly acquainted with 
the Survey, which William the Conqueror ordered to be 
taken of all England ; and which went under the Name of 
Domef-day Book, becaufe it was a recorded Evidence of 
Judgement in all poflible Cafes of difputed Property. Dom, 
or, as we now write it, Doom, being the Saxon Word for 
Judgement. —-But befides this general Survey, which related 
to all England, 1 and to Chefljire in common with the other 

Counties, 

1 Though Dome/Hay Book is generally fuppofed a Survey of all England, yet 
'{hefour northern-counties arc not comprehended in the Original Survey now re- 
maining 
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Counties, there was a Domef-day Book peculiar only to our 
Palatinate ; and which undoubtedly took its Rife from this 
fenfible Inftitution of the Norman Conqueror. Our great 
Antiquary, "Sir Peter *Leycefter, frequently mentions this 
Chefbire Domef-day in his Hiftory of Bucklow Hundred ; and 
he not only gives us fome extracts from its Contents, but in 
ieveral places he thus particularly defcribes it — " There 
" was a Domef-day Book in our Exchequer at Chefter for- 
" meriy, wherein many Deeds and Records were enrolled ; 
*' but this Book of Record is now loft** And again — " In 
" the Roll of the Ancient Chartes, called Domef-day, an- 
" ciently remaining among the Records at Chefter, but now 
c; /oft, and taken away, it was found — Leuca quae fuit uxor, 
" &c." l 

But, with the leave of our great Antiquary, this invalua- 
ble Record, or at leaft a Record which afcertains the lineal 

tnaining in the Exchequer. The Saxon Chronicle however fays,— " tenuit Rex 
*' magnum Concilium, et mictebat fervos fuos per totem Angloram Terram, 
** fcrutari, quot Hydarum eflent in fingulis Comitatibus, quidque Rex ipfe haberet, 
•■** et quantum CenjUs annui." Chron. Sax. p. i86\ — And all the writers of that 
age fpeak of this furvey as extending over the whole kingdom * though later 
ones imagine, that' the four northern counties had fuffered fo much by the ravages 
of war, that the king's commiffioners found it impoffible to take any exalt furvey 
of thofe provinces. 

* Pages. 220, lin. penult.— y.j, lin. 6. 

E and 
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and uninterrupted fuccefiion of almoft every &igle acre of 
Chcfhire Property for at leaft £ve hundred years, is now in 
my pofleffion< I fhould be forry to fuppofe it the flolen and 
the precious cafltet of Ancient Charts, which Sit Peter tells 
us was taken away. But I own my heart leaps with a provin* 
cial Joy, when I reflect that accident has put it in my power 
to oblige my Countrymen with this Opus Aurmm^ this Golf- 
den Record ; Co infinitely fuperior to any Record now ex- 
isting, either in the Archives or in the Annals of any other 
County in Great Britain. And if Parliament has thought it 
an object worthy of National Wifdom, to print the original 
Domef-day Book at the expence of the Public, which relates 
only to one fingle period of time 1 - -it is fcarcely to be ima- 
gined, that the generous good fenfe, for which our County 
has been remarkable, would be inattentive to the public 
prefervation of this invaluable Record ; which faithfully re- 
mitters the fucceflion, not only of their Property, but of 
their Progenitors for fuch a length of Centuries. 

But it is not only in the fenfible Inftitution of Domef-day 
Book, that this our inferior Monarchy of Cheshire hath imi- 

1 The wifdom of parliament, a feffions or two ago, afigntd. zOooK of the na- 
tional money for the publication of Domef-day Botk, And if this noble defign is 
(till unexecuted, it is -owing to fome difficulties in afcertaining the btfi mtde of 
publication. The Chejbire Domts-dey, if I may fo call it, now in my poffeffion, 
confifts of two folio volumes, in a very fmaU dofe hand. 

tated 
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tated the noble EiCampleof its Paramount* *b&- Parent-Em- 
pire. For If the latter had ftill another valuable Record* 
from the colour of its Cover, and the place of its Preferva- 
tion, called the Red Book of the Exchequer 1 ; our Empire of 
Cbejkire had equally its valuable Record, under the denomi- 
nation of the Red Booh, The Antiquity of this original Re- 
cord ifr very great. It wa& once the polTefTion of the Abbey 
of St. Werburgh's in Chewier j is writtea upon parchment „ 
and contains the Evidences of their Endowments,. Copies, of 
legal Proceedings out of Plea Rolls, their feveral transitions, 
and other authentic notices concerning this venerable Mow 
nailery. It is now very carefully preferred ia, the Archives, 
of the Dean and Chapter. 

Partly coeval with this Record, is a remarkable Manu- 
fcript, frequently quoted under the Title of Annales Cef- 
trienfesy or the Chefier Annals, The Author of this Manu- 
fcript is unknown. It confifts of Annals from the Birth of 
Chrift to the Year, N i255 ; and particularly recites . many 

•* * There is alfo in the Keeping of the King's Remembrancer, an ancient Mrf- 
** eellany of^feveral notable Treatifes ; which volume is commonly cited and 
" c^\)^fiy^c:vfif^^[l^^ni^,Scafcaru 9 or, th$. Red ]fflt of the. Exchequer* 
« • The.CJoUe^or o,f the tr»tif«s in this-feiaok^ is reafenabty thought by Mr. Madox, 
«* to have been Alexander de Swereford. Archdeacon oF Shrewsbury, and an officer 
" in the Exchequer in the latter end of the reign of Henry the Second." 

fep. NicholfonV Rift. Libr.eiHt. i7M» P-*»3« 

.-..:.« .: . ,. Hrftbrical 
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Historical Circuntffences relative to Gbefter, with the .re* 
Downed- Ads of its Great Monarch* the -famous Eai$ 
Randal. ... 

This' Monarch, Randal .the Third, furriamed Bltindetrilk \ 
you, my dear Friend, perfectly know, was as celebrated in 
his time, as any of the Seven Champk>nvo£ :£hufteiidom. 
And what is more, the famed ftory of his Afj&hieverne&fs,, 
is as much founded in Truth* a6 that of the others, ifrin Fa-r 
ble. — Robert Sangland, or John Malverne— for. the Author 
is uncertain — gives us a pointed. Infance in what; manner this 
mighty Earl was made the principal Hero of the Rhjmes of 
thofe Days. He introduces an ignorant Monk attempting 
to chant Mafs, and giving this excufe for his utter inability ; 

•* I can not the Eater Nojler, as the fricft it fingeth $ 

'* But I can Rimes of Robin Hood, and Randal of Cbefter. 

«* But of our Lordzxii our Lady I lerne notfiirig allril. 

Next to the Cbefter Annals, in point of Time, is a Hiftory 
of the Earldom of Cbefter, collected by Archbifhop Parker; • 
and depofited with his other Literary Treafures in Bennet 
College Library. The Title of it is--" de Succeflione Co- 
" mituum Ceftriae, a Hugone Lupo ad Johannem Scoticum." 
And It is fo far faithful to its Title, as to contain the Hi£ 

* He was the Sixth Earl, or Monarch of Chefter. 

* Mathew Parker was confecrated Archbilhop of Canterbury Dec. 17, 1559. 

toxjr 
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tory and Achievements of our Seven Ceftrian Monarch. Of 
this whole number how pleating is it to reflect, that, agree- 
able to the getoius and the manners of thofe Times, they 
were all of them patterns of Military Prowefs ! And in ref^. 
pe& of Acls of real Munificence, every fingle Monarch at- 
chieved — " Imperial Works and worthy Kings." — The 
great Selden quotes this manufcript in his Titles of Honour > 
under the character of the old Hifiory of the Earldom of 
CAeJter. 1 

If we are obliged however to the venerable Abhey of St. 
Werburgh's for the Red Book ; we are equally indebted to it 
for a learned Member of that Society, by the name of 
Henry Bradshaw. A fenfe of Gratitude to the Charitable 
Inftitution that gave him bread, produced a Poem in Ho- 
nour of the tutelary Saint, to whom his Abbey was dedicated. 
Webb, in King's Vale-Royal, quotes ten ftanzas of 
his Verfes, and calls him — " our beft Antiquary'V And 
Fuller, in his Worthies of England, gives us .the following 
account of him — " Henry Bradfhaw was born in the City 
" of Chefter, and lived therein a BenediSline. He was a 
" diligent Hiitorian ; having written no bad Chronicky and 

* Page yig. 

* Part 2d. page 25, line 16, and page9 9, u, 25, 31, 32. 

F " another 
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" another Book, of the Life of St. Werburghi. He flou- 
" rimed about the year 1513.'" 

'■ The Ghronicle, my dear Friend, referred to by Fuller, 
has this Title— De A?itiquitate et MaghificentidTJrbis Ce]lri<e\ 
of the Antiquity and Magnificence of the City of Cheftef. — 
But I muft not conceal my doubts from you, that this Chro- 
nicle of Bradfhaivs, and his Life of St. Werburgh, are in 
reality one and the fame Work. John Pits, in his account 
of this Writer, tells us — " that he is apt to believe his for- 
mer labours were all fwallowed up by another Work, 
His Life of St. TVer burgh y which is ft ill to be found in 
" feveral of our Libraries 2 ." And it fomething remarkable, 
that if thefe two were diftincl: Works, neither Leland nor 
Webb' fhould quote his Chronicle, though fo~ exprefsly to 
their purpole ; whereas each of them gives us large Extracts 
from his Life of St. Werburgh. 5 The one of thefe Writers 
too was the Cotemporary of Bradflhaw ; the other his Fellow 
Citizen, and of the fame Century. — But whether thefe 
writings are the fame, or diftind, Works ; can your His- 
toric Enquiries inform me — where thefe manufcripts, " ftill 
remaining in feveral of our Libraries," are in this age to be 

* Page 290; 

* Pits de Angl. Scriptor. page 690. 

ft King at Supra.—Lcland Colleton. Vol. iii. page 5$. 

discovered 
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tlifcovered ? For it is moft certain, they are neither in the 
Oxford nor the London Mufeum ; neither do they lie con- 
cealed in that Mine of Learning, the Bodleian Library. 

The remains of Bradfhaw's Religious Afyhim might be 
reafonably fuppofed to have afforded them a fafe protection 
under its venerable roof; if the library of the Dean and 
Chapter had not been ineffectually ranfacked for this pur- 
pofe* The ingenious Author of the Britifh Topography 
hath indeed told us — " That Bradfhaw's Life in Verfe of 
" the glorious Virgin St. Werburgh was printed at London 
" in Quarto 1521'." But I fear it was a Life of this glo- 
rious Virgin, compofed by fome inferior Author ; and not 
the famous one in Metre of her grateful Votary, Henry 
Bradfhaw. My Reafons are — that the aera of its publica- 
tion 1 52 1, is nearly coeval with the very sera of its exif- 
tence. And befides, this circumftance is not only unknown 
to all our Writers, but the very inquifitive and very intelligent 
Bifhop Nicholfon fpeaks of it, as JIM unpublified, in the 
improved edition of his Hiftorical Library, 1714 1 . 

It is however certainly true, that many parts of this cele- 
brated Poem have frequently been tranfexibed by its fond 
admirers. And particularly I have in my poffeflion fevenal 

Page 119. 
Page ii. 
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of the — disje&i Membra Poetce. He Writ in Stanzas of fe- 
ven veries each; frequently adding a couplet to the ftanza, 
in order to round the period, and to complete the fenfe. 
As a fample of his Rhime— accept the Grand Charter of 
William the Conqueror to his nephew Hugh Lupus ; by 
which he invefted him with the Seignory and the Monarchy 
of Chefter. And indulge me a few Obfervations upon this- 
moid extenfive Act of Royal Munificence : not that theie 
Obfervations can inform a mind like your's ; but as this ce- 
lebrated Charter formed the balls of our Exclufive Rights* 
and conftituted the grand JEra of our Chefhire Empire. 

THE ROYAL CHARTER OF THE CHESHIRE EMPIRE, 

IN OLD ENGLISH MITRI, 

" The King gave to him for his Inheritance 
** The County of Chefter with its Appurtenance — 
• f By Vi&ory to win the aforefatd Earlidome, 

€f Freely to govern it as by Conqueft- Right * 
*' Made a fure Charter to Him and his Succefiion, 
" .By the Sword of Dignity to hold it with Might, 
" And to call a Parliament at his Will and Sight. 
* To order his Subjcfts after true Juftice, 
" As a perpotent Prince, and Statutes to devife. 

«• By Virtue of this Grant — fays the Great Antiquary 
cc Camden 1 — Chejhire enjoyed all Sovereign Jurifdi&ion 

* Camden's Britannia, vol. i. page 662. 
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* c within its own precin&s. And that, in fo high a degree, 
" that the ancient Earls had Parliaments of their own Ba- 
" rons/ and Tenants ; and were not obliged by the Englijb ■'" 
Ki ASis of Parliament. Thefe high, and otherwife unac- 
countable Jurifdi&ions, were thought neceflary upon the 
Marches^ and borders of the Kingdom ; as inverting the 
governors of thofe provinces with DiSlatorial Power, and 
enabling them more effectually to fubdue the common 
" enemies of the Nation." — And agreeable to thefe high 
powers , when the ftyle in all legal proceedings of the Court* 
at Weftminfter ran,. Contra Coronam et Dignitatem Regis ; in 
our County Palatine thefe fleas were conftantly exprefled 
€ontra Dignitatem Gladii Cejlr'uz. 

This famous Sword of Dignity is ftill remaining in the 
Britifh Mufeum. It is in length about four feet ; and fo 
unweildy, as to be brandifhed with great difficulty by a very 
ilrong man with both his hands. The blade is two-edged, and 
has this infcription immediately beneath the hilt — Hugo 

» Every Baron had four Efquires, every Efquire had one Gentleman, and 
•every Gentleman one Valet for their Attendants — ErJefwicke's Manufcripts. 

The Barons too had their free Courts for all pleas and fuits, except thofe belong- 
ing to the dignity if the EnrVs Sword % and they had power of Life and Death. 
The laft inftance of this power was exerted in the perfon of Hugh Stringer, who 
was tried for murther in the Baron of Kinderton's Court, and executed 1597, the 
59th of Queen Elizabeth. 

O Comet 
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Comes Ceftrfce ; the hilt itfelf is decorated with . pearls* 
But as a draught of it would have framed all defcription ; 
you muft blame an ingenious Artift, for not having executed 
in proper time a defigned engraving, from a very, elegant 
drawing in my poflHUon. 

But before I conclude this article of Hugh Lupus's Char- 
ter y permit me to remind you, that the furnamc of one of 
his flrft Barons, and the lineal dignity of another, 1 is flill 
preferved in the Right Honourable George Venables Vernon, 
Lord Vernon, Baron of Kinderton. And however light 
our Chefhire Honours may appear at prefent ; yet I am 
fure your good fenfe cannot avoid remarking — that while 
Lord Vernon enjoys his Modern Honours in common with 
many of his Peers ; with regard to his ancient Barony of 
Kinderton, he is moil honourably and Angularly Peerlefs, 

■ This digreflion, my dear Friend, from the account of 
our Hiftorical Collectors, I am afraid you will imagine to 

1 Ricardus de Vernon Baro de Shipbrok. — Gilbertus Venables Baro de Kin- 
derton. Whofe direll lineal defcendant, Peter Venables, Baron of Kinderton, 
died without iffue male towards the conclufion of the laft century. His dow- 
.ager, the Baronefs of Kinderton, furvived him to the year 1717 j and they both 
lie buried in the fame grave in the chancel of the church of Middlewkh. — The 
prefeut George Venables Vernon, Lord Vernon, Baron of Kinderton, is a lineal 
defcendant by the female fide. 

. be 
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be tedious. But I have fo frequently hazarded the feem- 
ingly pompous expreflion, of the— --Monarchy, and the 
Empire of Cheshire ; that unlefs I had produced fome au- 
thentic vouchers for the truth and propriety of this expref- 
fion, I might have appeared rather to have written with the 
bombaft of Bays in the Rehearfal, than to have preferred 
the grave fidelity of a Relater of Facts. 

fhall now therefore proceed with my Sketch of the Ma- 
terials, for a future Hiftory of our Important County j and 
fhall endeavour to prefent you with a chronological feries of 
thofe Literary Sons of our Mater alma Cefirienjis — if you 
will allow me this expreflion of filial Fondnefs — who have 
reflected Honour upon their native foil, by ftudioufly pre- 
ferving any memorials of her ancient glory.— -And in the 
firft place, let me here commemorate the laudable example 
of William Aldersey, Mayor of Chefter in 1560 : Who 
finding the lift of his predeceflbrs in that office to be moft 
exceedingly defective and confufed, ordered a new and exaSl 
Arrangement of them to be made, with infinite pains, fidelity, 
and expence. We may eafily judge how corrupt and im- 
perfect their regifters were before j when the name of Alana 
de Whetley never once occurred in them, though he had 
ferved the office of Mayor at leafl in four feveral periods of 
time. And indeed the very great and material difference 

that 
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that appears in N the Separate Lifts of theft Magifirates y 
given us by Smith and Webb — our next colle&ors — is a 
plain indication of the extreme corruption that had vitiated 
and defaced their Journals. ' 

Our next Historical Collectors, as I have juft mentioned 
to you, were two Natives of Cbejbirz, • William $mit» 
and William Webb; who gleaned up their celebrated 
Memorials of the ancient Glory of our Palatinate almoft two 
hundred years ago. Though their labours have been con- 
secrated to pofterity hand in hand 1 , yet Smith is rather 
prior to Webb in point of time. He was a Purfuivant at 
Arms, by the ftyle and title of Rouge Dragon ; and appears 
to have made his collections about the year 1590. A copy 
of thefe Collections was entrufted to the faithful preserva- 
tion of Sir Ranulph Crew, Knt. Lord Chief Juftice of the 
Court of King's Bench; and the attentive regard of Mr. 
Ranulph Crew, his Lordfliip's grandfon, for the honour of 
learning, and his native County, refcued this copy from its 
not difhonourable concealment, into that diftinguifhed Station 
which it has Since enjoyed. — William Smith's literary and 
antiquarian affociate, William Webby had a learned educa- 
tion in our celebrated Univetfity of Oxford \ where he took 

> Their united labours, form the Bulk of King's Vale-Royal, publifticd in Folio 
1656* 

the 
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the regular degree of Matter of Arts 1 . He had always a 
turn and paffion for Letters; though the — Res angufta 
Domi ~ the narrownefs of his circumftances, obliged him to 
fubmit to the difagreeable drudgery of being many 
years clerk in the Mayor's Court at Chefter ; and in 
the year' 1615, he ferved the office of Under-Sberiff to 
Sir Richard Lea, of Lea and Dernhalej Krit. At this 
time he was between fifty and fixty years of age; and 
mofl probably made his Collections fome where about 1600. 
Very fortunately for the public, thefe Collections, like thole 
of Smith's, were refcued from their concealment, by the 
favourable patronage of Sir Simon Archer, of Tamworth in 
the County of Warwick, Knt. a great admirer of our Na- 
tional Antiquities. 

But before I finally take my leave of our two prelent 
Collectors, I muft communicate an anecdote to you about 
William Webb, which is much to his credit as a writer ; 
and yet is almoft obfcured with the Mantle of Oblivion.—- 

r i 

If you ever attended, my dear Friend, to the ftile of his 
Itinerary through the feveral Hundreds, you will obferve a 
Poetic Manner in -his Diction. In One •place he favours 1 us 

* I have very great reafon to believe he was a Member.of our then newly founded 
College of Brazen- Nofe. But the printed Catalogues of our Oxford.Graduatcs» 
go no higher than 1659. 

H " with 
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with the conclusion of an encomium upon Sir Hugh Chol- 
•-mondeley in Latin and EngHm verfe, and , in another, with 
'fome ftanzas upon a grandfon of Sir John Savage $ both 
compofitions profefledly his own. But I dare r engage, . you 
are entirely ignorant* that this faid William Webh^ " here^ 
«'" tofore a clerk in the Mayor's Court at Chefler, and fome v 
" time Under-Sheriff to Sir Richard Lea," hath left us. ijt 
Print,- a very pleafing, ingenious, and fenfible account of the 
.beauties and defects of Englifh poetry 1 ; which hecompofed 
loon after, he had taken his regular degree of Matter of Arts. 

Having mentioned the benevolent hands that refcued 
thefe. perifhing memorials from oblivion ; I ought not 
to conceal from you, that Daniel King, a native of our 
Palatinate, was the perfori they made choice of to give 
them birth. King had travelled into foreign parts $ where 
he acquired the ingenious accomplifhments of engraving 
.andjurveying. And by the help of thefe, his acquired ta- 
lents, he has embelliihed his Work with a variety of ufe- 
ful,. curious, -and ornamental Sculptures. — A cotemporary 
writer pays him this compliment upon his creative and prt- 
Jerving talent of engraving-*--" That inprocefs of time, he 

* The title runs thus : « A Difcourfe of Englifh Poetry : together with the 
■•• Author** Judgement touching the Reformation of our Englifh Verfe. — By 
*•• William Webb, Graduate. — Imprinted at London, by John Charkwood, 
*« "Quarto. 1586." 

** hoped 



A HISTORY OF CHESHIRE. <7 

<« hoped Daniel King might outftrip the piety of king Ed- 
« gar ; erecting more Ahbies in bra/s y than this Monarch 
<c did in ftone\ though he is faid to have built as many as 
" there were days in the year.'* And he concludes with this 
encomium in metre— 

*' Kingus Cestrensi, Cestrensis-Patria Kin co, 
** Lucem, ahernatim, debet uterque fuam. 

** Cheshire to King, and King to Cheshire, owes 
** His Light $ fince each receives, what eaph beflewsf 

But after all thefe extravagant encomiums, if the Q4J?e- 
trie Hand of Daniel King had reduced the unformed Em- 
irio-Colle£iiom of Smith and Webb, into fome regula- 
rity of form and fliape ; by reducing the two parts into a 
methodical feries of hiftory — this publication might have 
reflected rays of fplendor upon our illuftrious County. 
Whereas King's-Vale-Royal, in its prefent ftate of confu- 
fion, notwithftariding its pompous title % and notwithstanding 
it fells for four guineas \ is neither more nor lefs than what I 
have already told you — a mere farrago of valuable mate- 
rials. And," what is worfe for the "public, he has not only 
tranfpofed fome parts of the original labours of his two Au- 
thors, buthehaspubliflied from a very defective copy j fince 
I have in my pofieilion an Authentic Manuscript of this 

* Fuller's Worthies of England, page i&(* 

Work, 
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Work, infinitely more full, and more exa&, than even the 
printed Book of Daniel King. 1 

Upon this laft article, my dear Friend, I have rather 
■been difFuiively minute ; efpecially too, as the memorials of 
our Palatinate already published are no part of my profefled 
defign in this Letter. But fince the whole merit of thefe two 
deferving Collectors has been entirely abforbed by the infi- 
nitely lefs meritorious name of King ; I was willing to preferve 
fome Anecdotes, of one of them at leaft, not generally known. 
And I was befides deflrous of pointing out a much more 
correct, and much more improved edition of this Work — 
If the Great Englijh Blood of Chejhire chief of Men mould have 
unhappily contracted thofe infirmities of old age, 2 as to have 

1 Sir William Dugdsle is fo far from paffing any extravagant encomiums 
upon our publifher and countryman, King -, that he calls him a tnoft ignorant, 
filty knave. But I hope the worthy Knight means knave, in the antiquated Eng- 
lifli fenfe of, fellow, or fervant. The old Englifh tranflation of the Bible has* 
«• Paul the knave of Jefus Chrift.*'— And if we may believe the beft commenta* 
tors upon Virgil, this correct Poet ufes the Latin word, fur, in the precife fenfe 
of our antiquated word, knave— r 

Quid Dentins facient, audent cum talk Farts? . 

Eclogani. ver. 16. 



-Gelidus, tardante fene&a, 



Hebet Sanguis, frigcntque effsetae in Corpore Vires, 

Vi*g. JEn. v. ver. 595. 

ren- 
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rendered them cold and indifferent to fuch a future Hiftory 
of their Palatinate, as may in fome meafure be equal 
to the grandeur of the deiign, and to the illuflrious fubjeft 
it is to treat of. 

: But now I have taken my leave of this famous Literary 
Triumvirate— I fcarcely know where to turn myfelf. For 
the example and encouragement of our great Antiquaries^ 
Camden, Cotton, and Seelman, had raifed fuch an en- 
thufiaftic paflion for the ftudy of our Antiquities about this 
aera — that, with your leave, I might aluioft venture to 
call it the Auguftan Age of Antiquarian Writers. And in*- 
deed, feveral of thole X am. now going to commemorate,, 
were rather Cotempbraries to our laft Collectors, and to 
each other ; than by any means capable of being reduced to« 
a regular feries of Chronological Succeffion* 

Coeval then with the preceding, was Laurence Bostoke ; 
■>t, as he ufually ftiled himfelf,. from the place of his birth,, 
and habitation-rdfe Boftoke. 1 — This local name having dif- 
tinguimed one of the firft families in the County. — The 
materials he h^s left behind him are extremely valuable ;, 

1 ** The river Ban then runs by Boftock % the ancient feat of the noble and 
" knightly family of the Boftocks. Whofe vaft eftates paffed to jobn Savage,- 
** by a marriage with Anne, grand-daughter of Sir Adam de B.ofiock t Knight" 
—Camden's Britan. vol. i. page 677. — Laurence always fpelt his name Bojlbka 

I and 
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and are contained in one Folio Volume, clofely written, 
in a very bad hand. The Articles are Mifcellaneous ; 
Defcexts, Pedigrees, Notes of Families, Extracts from, old 
Deeds and Records ; and, what is above all, an accurate Vi- 
fit at ion of moft of our Churches before that facrilegious Defiruc- 
tion in the Civil JVar. Whatever was remarkable here, he 
has attempted to delineate. But he was a bad draughtfman ; 
and though his defigns may "be faithful reprefentations, yet 
they are by no mea4s the Work of any Artift. 

Cotemporary with Laurence de Bojloke was Sampson Er- 
deswicke ; who about the year 1553 laid the foundations 
of his future learning in a College at -Oxford, which, you 
and I, mail always remember with refpect. and veneration. 
Properly fpeaking, he is the great Antiquary of Stafford- 
fhire j not barely as being a native, but as having princi- 
pally collected for that County. The furvey of this, his 
native foil, has appeared in print ; with an account of 
Beeflon Cafile in Chejlnre, annexed to it. But that he de- 
figned us larger views, he himfelf aflures us ; and that in 
part he executed thefe views, the colleSlions he has left be- 
hind him. amply teftify. In his printed furvey, he thus ex- 
prefles himfelf to a friend—" Having difpofed with myfelf 
" to take a further view of the fhires of Stafford and Che- 
** (hire, according to promife ; I have fet down what I 

" have 
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" have found, or can yet learn." — And thefe Che/hire Dif 
coveries, or at leaft part of them, are ftill prcferved in two 
pretty thick quarto, and two odavo manufcripts. Tho 
contents of thefe volumes, like thofe of Laurence Boftoke, 
are mifcellaneous. They are Defcents y Pedigrees, Note* 
of Families > a Villare of the whole County y the Names of 
all thofe who held in Capite y with the ancient Revenue of the. 
Palatinate ; and, to crown all — a variety of ExtraSls from 
ancient Charters^ relative to the fever al Grants ^Manors ; 
to which he has affixed very fair draughts of an infinite num- 
her of curious Seals. 

But having mentioned the Nurfing-College that (upplied 
Erdefwicke with the Milk of polite Literature — will you 
permit me to give you an Anecdote, of the firft Exiftence 
of our Literary Parent ; which—agreeable to a former ex- 
preffion— is entirely obfeured by the Mantle of Oblivion, 
even within the circle of her. own. family f The founders of 
Brazen-Nofe College^ you know, were William Smith, Bi- 
fhop of Lincoln, and Sir Richard Sutton. The Utter of 
whom could pride himfelf with William of Wickham x y that 
if he was not himfelf a man of learning, he was determined 
to be the Means of inftilling it into others. And indeed the 
feveral Pnfervers of the ancient Glory of our Palatinate, 



* Founder of New College Oxford. ' 

whom 
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whom I am now commemorating ; and, who were the 
academical Sons of Science^ imbibed the elements of polite 
Literature, in this our venerable Seminary, equally with-. 
Sampfon Erdefwkke. The anecdote then is this; that 
the Biflaop Jtngfy formed the Deflgn, and Plan of our much»- 
refpe&ed College. But, upon exchanging this tranfitory for 
an immortal Life, foon after he had laid the foundations, of 
k; he entrufted the final Completion of his grand Intentions 
to his Executor Sir Richard Sutton 1 . Who, with the 
enlarged foul of "a Man of Chejhire> faithfully executed his 
truft, by at lead doubling the Bifliop's bounty. And by 
this acl: of magnificence has given rife to the following 
Addrefs in verfe, from the fuppofed piety of his adopted: 
child— 

" Begun by One, but finijhtd by Another ;, 
4< Sutton he was my Nurft\ but.SMiTH rny Mother* 
** Or iF the phrafe more proper feem, fay rather — 
" That Sutton was my Guardian, Smith my Father. 

u >Caufc 



* " In the hundred of Macclesfield lies Sutton : which gave natne> and hath 

** continued to be the feat of a family of great worth and worfliip* the Suit ens.. 

" Of this houfe of Sutton, was that ever famous knighr, and great patron o£ 

44 learning, Sir Richard Sutton, one of the founders of the famous College. 

* of Brazen-Nefe in Oxford. Where, by his bounty, much of our Chejlire- 

4 jouth receive mod worthy education in all good learning and true religion."* 

Va 1 e- Royal, part id. page 86% 
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«« *Caufe equal Kindnefs they to me expreft* 

44 Better I neither love ; or, both the belh 

" If Both they may be call'd, who had One wilt \ 

" What One defign'd, the Other did fulfill.* 

The warm feelings of your own heart will, I know, for- 
give me thefe fuppo/ed over-flowings of filial Fondnefi from 
our honoured College, to her Munificent and Literary-Pa- 
rsnts* And I mud be loft myfelf to every tender, and every 
refined emotion-r-if the ineftimable Benefits of an ingenuous 
.education did not bind me, by all the ties of gratitude, to 
commemorate the liberality of thofe hands, which have dealt 
out to me thefe ineftimable Benefits.. Neither, I am fure, 
•will the Men of Chefitire imagine any pious Memorials of Sir 
Richard Sutton, foreign to the Defign of a Hiftory of their 
-County. Since his foftring " Bounty daily contributes to the 
" Inftru&ion of many of their Che/hire Youth,, in all good 
«' learning, and true religion." And, as I have already hinted, 
he has more particularly been the Means of training up 
in the Groves of Science y * every Academical Preferver of 
the ajicient Glory of their Palatinate. 

* Fuller's Worthies of England^ page 182 \ who fays, he received his intelli- 
gence from bis "good Friend, Dr. Yates, Principal of Brazen-Nofc" — A 
Chjkire Man of fuch Munificence, as to have deferved from his Society the 
Epithet of — Tertius, tantum non, Fundator. 

* ——Inter Silvas Jcademi quarere Verum. Haa. * 

K. To 
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To proceed then in my Chronological Series — With Erdef- 
wicke and Bojlock, Ralfb Starkie was Cotemporary ; of 
the family of the Starkies of Stretton:, a Statesman, a Poet, 
and an Antiquary, His two firft chara&ers do not Co im- 
"mediately concern -us ; though, what can he a feonger evi- 
dence of the powers of the human mind, than to feethfc 
abilities of a Burleigh •, a Spencer, and a Camden, afl united 
in the fame peribn 1 — The Antiquarian Collections of hi$> 
ftill Temainmgv are the following r Rolls of Chejbire Irumi- 
fiesy 1595 ; a Book of Alphabetical References to thefe Rolls', 
and a Book of References to Mr. Erdefwitkes Chefoire Manu- 
fcripts. He has befides given us, all the Royal <5rants of 
our Palatinate-Immunities; and an exaB Account of all 
the Imports and Exports from the Harbour ofChefler, during 
five years of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth,* with the Amount 
of the Revenue arifingfrom thefe Port Duties. — His Legacy v 
however, of Chefhire CollebHons, would certainly have been 
more extenfive, if the jealoufy .of James the Firfi liad not 
iffued a Warrant* for the feizure of all Mr. Starkiet State 
Papers ; and, amongft thefe, many of his Antiquarian ones 
perifhed. Sir Thomas Wilfon, Secretary of State, who ex- 
ecuted this Warrant, certifies the feizure of fo large a number 
as 45 Pacquets of Mr. Starkie's Papers. 

1 From the 20th, to the z£tk 
* Auguft 14th, 1619* 

You 
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You will naturally remark the very particular Dumber 
that was certified. But thefe hackneyed Figures, my dear 
Friend, had not at that time been eleyated above the inno- 
cent Infignificance of their Peers, by the unhappy Lunacy of 
•Party, and that Piftraction of the Times which is fo greatly 
to be lamented. — Whether you remark it, however, or .not, 
as I have mentioned our Antiquary in two of his fuperior 
characters, permit me to fpeak of him in his third\ and to 
give you a fingle ftanza from his hiftorical, political, and 
moral Poem, addrefled to his miftrefs, Queen Elizabeth ,? 
The principal fubjec"fc is the melancholy reign of Edward 
the Second ; whofe Ghoft is fuppofed to recount his feveral 
misfortunes in 581 ftanzas— 

•« Why, fhouM a wafted fpirtt fpent in woe, 

'* Difclofc the wounds recciv'd within his breaft f 

** Is*t not enough, that Fortune proves his Foe, 

**■ In whofe fad frowns is folded his un-reft ? 

** Is't not enough, to know himfelf diftreft ?■*- 

*' Oh ! no } fiirdharged hearts muft needs complain : 
" Some Eafe it is, though fmall, to tell our Pain." 

I have given you this fpecimen divefted of its antiquated 
Spelling. And I muft not conceal from you, for the honour 
of our Antiquary, that this Poem has, in one Inftance, been 
attributed to the great Spencer. It is mentioned with a 

perhaps j 
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ferhdps ; but it is moft untruly conjectural. The Poem is 
in Mr. Starkie's own hand writing ; it has never been even 
furmifed as Spencer's, by the feveral writers of his Life j 
and a copy of it is now exifting, with a variety of alterations 
and additions, to move the companion of James the Firft; 
The Author ftiles. himfelf, Infortunio : — as being the unfor- 
tunate Ralfe Starkie, that in 1619 had unhappily incurred 
the difpleamre of this jealous monarch ; who afcended the 
Throne of England at leaft four years after the death of 
Edmund Spencer, which happened about 1588. 

.Ralfe Starkey, you will find to be a name favourable 
to our Antiquities. For I have now in my own porTeflion, 
a very curious Heraldical Manuscript, formed from all the 
Vifitations then in Being ; with fair draughts of old Seals* 
CoatSy Arms> and Devices. In the firft page is the follow- 
ing Remark — " This Book is augmented in very many 
" places out of Mr. Sampfon Erdejwicie, Moth, and other 
good Gatherings, by me Ralfe Starkey of London, mer- 
chant ; fecond fon of John Starkey of Oltone, in the 
.".County of Chefter, Efqr. 16 10— A lineal defcent of 
which family has been left us by his name-fake, the Anti- 
quary , under the defcription of the family of Starkey of 
Dor ley, or Olton-Lowe< 1 

1 " Starkies is at Doric, a v miles from North wich, a leant mite from 
" Oldcton, and a % miles from Vale-Royal."— Leland^s ltin. vol. vii. p. 32. 

The 
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Tlte next Collector, is* Roger Wilcosqn, a Member of 
the College of Arms ; who has left us two accurate manu- 
fcrlpts in folio, relative to the Heraiwcal History of 
Cheshire. He« compiled thefe volumes from 1 eVery authen- 
tic Voucher, and every original Record, he could have re- 
course to. And, In ordtfr to illuftrate thefe his Gknealogicai 
Tables , he has freferved a great variety of Inquifitions pofi 
mortem, Draughts of Arms in our ancient Manfons y and of 
'Seals appendant to old Deeds \ with many remarkable Extra&s 
from the private Evidences of Families. —But all, thefe feveral 
delineations are executed with fuch ! an elegance and 
exa&hefs, as characterize' Mr.' Wilcoxon a complete 
draughtsman ; and I fpeak this with the more confidence, 
becaufe the larger of the two Volumes is now in my poflef-* 
lion. ' ' 

• Our fucceeding, or rather Jfill cotemporary, Collectors 
form a family Harmonic-Trio \ a father, fon, and grandfoh, 
of the furname of Chalqner, and of the feveral- Chriftian 
names, Thomas, Jacob, and James. Thomas was an 
Arms-painter in Chefter about 1594 ; he knew the value of 
learning Sufficiently to give his fon a better education .than, he 
had received himfelf. And this;fon followed the feme oc- 
cupation in Chefter, and made CoUedkms, about the year 
1630. But it was James,' the grandfon, who rerle&ed the 

L greateft 
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greateft: credit upon his family, by a very concife, accurate, and 
fenfible account of the Ifle of Man, printed at the end of King's* 
Vale-Royal in 1656. He laid the foundations of a learned 
education in our much-honoured College ; and when the 
parliament in veiled Lord Fairfax with the feignqry of Man % 
he was one of his Lordfhip's three Commiilioners for 
fettling the affairs, of that ifland, ;•• 

The ANTioyAMAN Collections of all three are valuable. But 
if a drop of water bears no proportion to the great ocean, it 
is not to be wondered at, that they (hould be included and 
loft in the immenfity of that collection which follows. — 
This too was formed by another family Harmonic-Trio \ a 
father, fon, and grandfon, of the furname of Holme or 
Holmes, and all three of the Chriftian name of Randal. 
Take them for all in all, they were perhaps three of the moft 
extraordinary, and the moft pains-taking men that ever 
drifted. Though of the fame occupation with the Chaloners, 
they lived in the utmoft degree of amity with them. Though 
in rather low circumftances, they received the greateft 
marks of honour and re{pe& ' from their fellow citizens.. 

1 Randal Holmes, the elder, was Mayor of Chefter in 1633^ and had the pe* 
culiar felicity of feeing his fon Sheriff the fame year. Randal, the fon, was Mayor 
in 1643 » and hath left (pecches upon record* both on his entering into office* 
and on his quitting it. Randal, the grandfon* was Sheriff Of Chefter In 1705. 

And 
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.And &ougfr untinctured almoft with, letters, they have 
lefttjie moft. noble CollecTion of Antiquarian Learning, for 
pne fihgle County, ever formed by Man. — To particUlarife 
this colle&ion, would be writing a voluine, rather than a 
letter,.. .Suffice it, my dear Friend, to tell you, that their 
Literary Labours for our Palatinate only> exceed the almoft 
incredible number of 268 Large Volumes. — A collection of 
this, nature is rather fuited to a general Topographical Hiftory 
jof all England, than to one fingle County. And amidft thisim- 
menfe Literary Variety— this dubia cana of Antiquarianifin,— 
it .would really have been diftrefling to have felected materi- 
als, iitwoNames of great Learning and Abilities^ had not 
already exerted themfelyes, in forming a very fenfible and ac- 
curate Epitome of this Colie&ioru 

The firft was aphyfician ; Dr. Edward Williamson. Who 
has digefted the eflence of this vaft mafs into a regular Com- 
fen<L> under the title of Villa re Cestriense. Itisiirft 
of all ranged under the general head of Hundreds, and then 
under the, leifer one of Pariflies. And whatever is curious 
and intelligent in the original papers, has been carefully 
preferved by the abridger in a. very thick quarto vbroms. 
The other Epitomizer was a divine 1 Dr. Francis Gartrel, 
Canon of Chrift Church in Oxford, and Bifhop of our Dio- 
cefe of Chefter, A name, great in the knowledge of 

Theology 
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Theology* iswl of- otnr national Antiquities. His abridge- 
ment k listed Notitia Cestriensis. But the arrangement 
of this Notttaa, is rather an Etclefiafiical\ than a €&# one» 
It sclates to the whole Dioeefe ; h divided under tfte 'gene- 
ral 'head of Archdeaconries, the lefler. one of Deanries, and 
the ftill lefs divifion of Pariflies. — Great, however, as the 
merit of his Lordfhipwas, it has been rendered ftill greater,, 
in being the happy, and the fortunate inftrument of pre- 
ferring thefe invafuahle papers* The executors of Randal 
•Holmes, the grandfdn, offered them in fele to the Corpo- 
ration of Chefter. But as the treafury here, I fappofe, was 
toot rich ; they might perhaps hare gone into the market** 
to have embalmed even frankincenfe and odours] if his Lord- 
{hip had not purchafed them for the noble Kbraiy of the 
then Earl of Oxford ; and, eventually, for the mighty emotu, 
tnent of the public. 

Now we are fpeaking of Bijbops ef€hefier y I mult remind 
vein of Two ; who, by their Collections, have been or- 
naments to the fee. Dr. John Bridgeman in 1619, and 
Dr. Nicholas St*atfori> in 1689. The firft hath left be- 
. hand hint, a very accurate Account of the Revenues and En~ 
drwwtmts of the Churchy in a large folio volume j which 

• Deferor in Vicum, veodentem ?fcu et Qderv. • Ho*. 

goes 
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goes under the title of Bishop Bridgeman's Ledger. And 
lie drew up a moft excellent fcheme for the revival of Ec- 
clefiafticat DifcipUne and Order in his Diocefe ; after that 
fcene of anarchy and confufion which had been occafioned 
by the civil wars. — The Collections of the other confifl of 
Original Letters ; which demonftrate his Lordfhip to have 
beenaman ofconfummate bufinefs, candour, judgement, and 
refolution. We are indebted for their prefervation to the 
care of that great Antiquary, Bifhop Tanner ;' and I- am 
happy in having a tranfeript of them in my poffeflion. 

For the fake of arranging thefe three ornaments of our 
Church together, I have been guilty of the Anachronifm 
of a few years. I rauft therefore return, to celebrate the 
names of Cathbrall, Vernon, Brereton, Booth, and 
Ashmole, as Cheshire Collectors. — The family of Ca- 
therall or Cater all is of Derbylhire ; and has run through 
the feveral names of Bulkeley and Bird. What has been 
left us under this family name, is comprifed in a folio vo- 
lume with the following title — " Caterall's Boos, of 
the Antiquity, and Gentry of Chejhire" 

Mr. WiLLfAM Vernon is one of our berV Antiquaries, He 
lived at Shakerley in Lancafhire, about the year 1630; 

» Thomas Tanner was confecrated Bifliop of St. Afaph, Jan. 23, 1731-2. 

M but 
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but having considerable property at Hulme in Cheft>ire y he 
cc-lle&ed principally for the . History of our Palatinate. 
His Books of Antiquarian Refeaifches appear, =with lorde 
degree of probability, to have beenfo numerous, as to have for 
their marks of dulindion the fevcral letters of the alphabet. 
Liber C, D, and R, or at leaft the fubftance of them, are in 
being. But whether the others are perifhed, or rather, whe- 
ther they ever exifted, is at this time of day uncertain.--- 
The materials, that compofe thefe remaining Books, are 
very valuable. They confift of, Extracts from diverjk re- 
markable Deeds of the ancient Earls of Chejler\ ExtraSls 
from other authentic Inftruments^ and original Records \Def- 
eents and Anecdotes of Families \ with a variety of .curious 
Particulars relative to feveral Towns and Barijbes iH *th& 
County i — That his Intelligence, in' thefe refpec"U, roight; be 
the more accurate and complete, Mr. Vernon was -indefati- 
gable in his enquiries ; and he has very gratefully preferred 
the names of thofe Chejhire Gentlemen^ who favoured him 
with any material information. 



* Merburie of Mtrburie, Button of Button* Sir Edmund Eittan,. John MUr- . 
Hngton, Peter Daniel, William Harecourt, John OJdfield, Downes of Shrigley, 
Cotton of. Cotton, Sir John Davenport, John Booth, and Henry Manuring of 
the Tower of London. 

Sir 
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Sir William Brereton, of Honford, is a Collector only 
by Accident. He reprefented our County in the Long 
Parliament. And though he . had been a Royal Ward, yet 
he bore arms againhVhis Guardian and Sovereign, by accept- 
ing the Poft of General of the Parliament-Forces, in 
Cheftiire r and the adjoining Counties. — My Lord Claren- 
don,' in feveral parts of his Hiftory, has ftrongly and accu- 
rately marked the different Genius of the two Parties at 
that Time. The Royalifts were open, incautious, difli- 
pated, and intrepid. The Parliamentarians, were clofe, 
wary, fober in their manners, and extremely attentive to 
*fvery opportunity of advantage. Of this we have the 
ftrongeft proof in the Journals of Sir William Brereton ; a 
very accomplifhed gentleman, and, upon the whole, very 
unexceptionable in his command. There is fcarcely a cir- 
cumftance during the four years he was General, that he 
did not commit to writing ; and not even a fingle letter 
appears to have been penned, of which he did not preferve 
a copy. The fruits of this indefatigable induftry are <:olf 
le&ed into Five Folio Volumes ; written in a fmall, but 
very fair hand. And I am Sufficiently happy in calling 

rhyfelf the oWner of thefe volumes. 
" ; - ' > ■ ■ • - . 

1 Hfftory.of ibe RtteUioff, 8vtf.voLiii.pag. 345* itptjim. . 

Coeval 
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Coevat with Sir William Brereton, was Mr. Johh Booth 
of Twamlowe ; a very intelligent, and careful Collector.— - 
The fenfible Author of Bucklbw Hundred had the free ufe of" 
his Materials; asd he has preferred the nature of their 
contents, by. making frequent references to their authority. 
In one place he calls- them. — ' "John Booth of Twamlow's,. 
'•'-Book of Pedigrees: ;'* and in another— 2 «« John Booth of 
«* Twamlow's Book of his own Collections.": — After this; 
Account of them, any thing further from my pen becomes, 
unneceflaxy. And I fhall only add, that the prefent Mr. 
Booth of Twamlowej with a civility and an obligingnefs ufual 
to him, has promised me .the liberal ufe of his Anceftors, 
Collections. 

We come next to Euas Ashmole. A Name confpicuous 
in the Republick of Letters ; as having been, the -munificent 
Founder of the Mufeum at Oxford. We owe his Collec- 
tions to a Vifitation of this County by the celebrated Dug- 
dale ; afterwards Sir William, and at that time Norroy. 
King at Arms. The friendfhip. of Afhmole,. for his. future 
father-in-law, influenced him to accompany Dugdale in this 
Vifitation. And his Thirft after Knowledge, and Antiqui- 
ties, has exerted itfelf during this Vifit, in preferring 
a great Variety of very curious Particulars.— He Draughts 

j Page 218, line 16, * Page 257, line 31. 
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tf ancient Seals, Arms, Monuments, and Feneftral Ants- 
quitks,~Uth civil and sACRED-rhe hath bequeathed us ; art 
in reality fa many elegant pictures, as well as To many faith- 
ful reprefentatjons. And die jemains of that moft fuperb 
manfion of tie Dcives's at Doddington, would have con- 
veyed to us very little idea of its ancient grandeur, if fome 
©arts iof it Jia4 not ftill exifted, by the means of Aihnuole'i 
immortalizing pencil. 

There <is a gfoupe, howevet, of noble Stattles . ftill re- 
maining there, which are toX> fplendidly glorious in them- 
fehres, and too much for the- hpnouf of our Palatinate, to 
be pafled over in filence. I mean thofe of, the valiant Lord 
Audley> and? his. four fcelebrafed JZfyuires. My Lord Aud- 
ley's is moft .probably 4n *>rig£nal ode ; "but I mould fup- 
pofe the other four to be rather «deval with the era of this 
fuperb manfion ; the Reign of Queen Elizabeth. Thefe 
ftatues are aslarge.as life;, and are fuppofed to represent 
Delves of Boddmgun* Dutton of Duttpn, Foujmurft of 
t Crewe ', and Hawkefton of Wxine-Hill. — Though this laft, 

? A very, fine Altar-Tomb of Alab^ftpr to the Memory of a Feuljhurjt of 
Crew * and, Tradition fays,— this very Fouljburft — is ftill remaining in the chan- 
: iellrf BtflDiriey'Chiwh inCliiike.* The xtciirt*nt< effigy upoa tbCitcyntb 
. in 'complete zxrnmx 4t fjiH length, if yifibly bf the fame age with the 
ftatue of Lord Audley. And to you, my Friend, pleafed remembrance obliges 
me to add ; — that in thefe peaceful Jhades of Bajtomley, 1 pafled the happy in* 
npeence of childhood. 

■ [ - - N as 
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as well as Lord Audley, had p<^flion& in Staffofrd/hiTe--- 
yet, properly fpeaking, they were u4ll Fwe y Men afC1?t]bir* t 
by birth, family, and inheritance. It was. principally ow- 
ing. to the value of thefe iliuftridus Warriours, that our iriojft 
puiflant Hero, Edward the Black Prince, Earl of Cbejhr^ 
gained the immortal battle of PoicHers, in the. year: i2#&* 
— The particulars of Lord Dudley V Exploits, inthathatde* 
are thus related by our Hiftorians — . 

" But the moft remarkable inftance of Honour, and Va- 

•** lour^ was the Lord James Audley ; who, having vowed 

• " to be the forenioft of the battle, -performed his wor^, and 

"confirmed it with many wounds j for which the Prince 

" having rewarded him with live hundred marks a year, 

-« Fee-Simple in England, he preferttly gave it to four of 

'«' his Efquires, who 'had underwent the lame dangers with 

" him. . The Prince knowing it, aiked him— Whether he 

" did not accept his gift ? He anfwered, Tes I but thofe 

" Men had deferved it as nvett as he hadbmjelfy and. had 

« more need of it. The Prince was pkafed with* this reply, 

" and gave him five hundred marks more ; as if he refolved* 

te that fo much worth fhould not go unrewarded, 1 ** — And 

my Lord Audley, as a further and perpetual memorial of 

their merit, enjoined them to bear in fome part of their 

* Complete Hiftory of England, vol. i. page 22& 

Coat 
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£oat;Of Arms* his own pmoper Atcbievement*--G\ji.is a Fret 
Or. — Which honourable injunction, has been constantly oh- 
ferved by thcfe four diftinguijbed Families. 

But you muft not imagine, my dear Friend, that this il- 
luftrious inftance of Chejbire Prowefs y and Chejhire Heroifm> 
is zfingular one in the Annals of Englim Hiftory. Since 
the genuine character of our County, has been as much 
marked for Martial Glory, as for unbounded HofpitaUty, 
And if you miftruft that partial fondnefs which arifes from- 
.the place of our Nativity, and which always plays around 
*he human heart ; pray take the unbiafled fentiments of that 
admired Poet, Michael Drayton x ; who. thus celebrates the 
-Royal Magnanimity of our Palatinate — 

" Of all our Counties, She, the place of Palatine doth hold s 
' ' *'•* And thereto hath her High Regalities enroird. 
. .-'. '•?. Befides in naany Fields, fince Cm quering William came, 
*' Her leopb (he bath pro**d, to her turned Fame- . 
." AU, Children of her «»», the Leader and the Ledi 
■ *' The mightieft Men of Bone, in her full Bofom bred *: 

- ; And the fame Poet, in a fucceeding ftanza, ingenuoufly 
confeffes — that the conqueft of the Imperial Crown of 

. «.«« Michael Dray ton w^fcora at Hmfliill w-ihe Pajiftof Athcxfionia War- 
« wickfliirc, ij6g." Biipr. Britaw. 
* Poly-Olb. fong xr, vcr. 10, et fe<j. 

France, 
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France, was chiefly owing to the Bilk and Bows of die 
hardy Chefinre Yeomanry-— 

" Their Teomanrj y rnzrfiB, endeavoured tospbeU: 

*' .For rightly, whilft Her/elf, Brave Enclajto was ofoldi. 

41 And our courageous Kings* Us forth, to Ccnqneft led, 

** Oar Armies in thofe Times — ne'er thro' the World Co dread!— ^ 

♦* Of our tall Teamen, were, and Footmen, for the moft t 

" WIjo, with their Bills and Bows, may confidently boaft, 

** Our Leopards *, they fo long, and bravely* did advancr- 

** Above the FlowV de Lvs ; even in the Heart Qf Frame*. 

And among the number of thofe C&ejhire Heroes of An- 
tiquity, who have planted the Banners of' England even- in 
the very Heart of France " y the names of Sir Hugh Gahely^ 
and Sir Robert Knowies are much too illuftrious in our An- 
nals to be omitted. The great Camden thus charaderifes 
the firft 6f them — " At fome further diftance, on the weft 
• c fide of the river Weever, ftands Calveley ;• which has given 
" hofafeat and name to that noble family, the Calveleys. 
" Of whom, in Richard the Second's time, was Sit Hugh de 
Calveley ; who, in France^ had the reputation of fo vali- 
ant a foldier, that nothing was held impregnable to his 



« 



* Poly-Olb. fong jri. ver. 27, et feq. 

* " He weJIcaik the Oat of England, Leopards.*— Lions and Leopards^n princely 
!* Acceptation have been taken indifferertty* n ----$tldtn*s Notts on Ptfy- Olb. 

** courage 



courage and condu& l "*~And it w». not only, in the 
Field of Batde, that we find him this iwincikle com- 
mander.' Since the Queen of Arragon became captivated 
by ids irrefJHhk Attraction*, and refigned her hand to his, 
at the Altar of Hymen ; asf the joint quartering of their 
united Arms upon Sir Hugb % & fbmi inconteftibly confirms. 

1 6ut however celebratted Sir Hugh Cah'eley s&ay be in the 
Records of Military J^ame.; he k at leaft equalled by his va- 
liant aflbciate, Sir RobeW Knowhs. Who wa? advanced, 
from 1 the rank of a cdrrimori ioldier, to-*the moft diftinguijhed 
flatting "by that excellent judge <of military merit, our re-! 
nowned Edward the Thjfrd; The faith of. Hiftory repre-i 
fents the- Atchieverrierit^ of 8ir Robert, almoft in the ftile 
and manner of Romantic : Chivalry — "xthatwhen he com- 
" mandedin Prance, under our pulflant Monarch, he drove; 
" the enemy before him like Flocks of Sheep; and battered 
" down their Citadels into fuchjpiry and forked Ruins, that 
«* for feveral years afterwards they went, by the name,: of 
a Knowhf'% Mitres,'* His laft a& of prowefs'was thefap- 



1 Camden's Britannia, vol. i. page 675.' " 

Five feveral tnftances of the moft Heroib Atchfcrranents of this -Sir- Hugh 
Cafotleji are recorded by Fuller in his Worthiu of England, page 179. 

O preflion 
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preffion of Wat Tyler, An^fhea, /ull of. yejj& and glory* 
he resigned his breathi to 1st Jupsriow Enfwy* tfye, ({treat 
Conqueror -of Human. Naturerf ; leaving b$kio4 hinr -thi* 
accorhplimed Chaiad^ .:i--~3;ha$ his Gkfrity / was-equaj to 
his Pa/our; and that "Jje-. was ^ mu?h; endeared* to 'the 
Emglijhi as he was. dreaded by the Frepeb, ■ ■ ■ . ; .^ i . . 

• But it is. not only the GaUic iAfc//^, whic|i fra* frad reajbn 
to dread the Valour jof .our; Cwntrymfi'a && Scptf too^ niay 
rue the day, wherein they experienced the irrefiflibk force 
and power of their Arms. For whsn Lord Hertford,, af- 
terwards Duke of Somerfet, vanquished the Scotch Army 
and took their Capital, in that; rapi4 expedition which he 
made into the Heart of Scotland— he thought , the gallant 
behaviour of the Chejhire Soldiers .entitled them to lamp fu* 
periour marks of Honour and Diftinftion. And he accords 
ingly knighted eighteen Gentlemen of that County, upon the 

• >-. ■ 

* Aug. 15, 1407.— His Afts of Charitable Munificence, are the following r 
The done bridge at Rochefter in Kent, with a chapel and chantry at the «a& 
end of it •» a college and hofpital at Pontefraft in Yorkshire, which he endowed 
with 1 80I. per Annum \ and a hoipital at Rome for the entertainment of Engliflt 
Pilgrims. Lambert's Kent, -Edit. 1596, page. 30a. Weaver** Fun. Moo, 

page 436. Fuller's Worth, page 470. 



very 
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very fpot> which had fd lately been the" witnefs of their 
valour *• 

Here, my dear Friend, I could have wifhed to have fi- 
nally completed the career of their Military Fame. But 
the fad tale of Truth forces me to add j that, Jn thofe do- 
fnejlic and inteftine Wars between the Houfes of York and 
JLancafter y the intrepid courage of our Countrymen^ proved 
almoft as fatal to tbemfehes> as it had ever done to their 
foreign Enemies. The admired Poet — whom I have fo 
ftequenfcry quoted, I am afraid even to fatiety — thus beau- 
tifully paints their fraternal fury' in his defcription of the 
"battle of Blore-Heath — 

- « Ac LettTi in Scotland, on the i ith oTMay, 1544. Take the Names of theA 

.-alphabetically^: * » . ..t I 

. William Brereton Philip Egerton John Mafley 

Roger Brereton Richard Egertoo . Edmund Savage 

Urian Brereton Thomas Holford Edward Savage 

Hugh Calveley John Legh Laurence .Smiih 

Hugh Cholmonddey Piers Legh Thomas Venables 

William Davenport Raufe Leycefter Edward Warren. 

AndthefacceedingdayTie created feven more of them Efamns\ lytionouring 
tbem with the enfigns peculiar to -that rank— a Collar of SS atotfrtheir Necks, 
xnd k¥£r of Jftv* Spurs. Their Barnes were, : 

, Richard Birkenhead JhomaaCowper Raufe Leech Adam TJOUtbccL 
Roger Boydol Hugh Dutton WilJ jam Sncd} 

There 
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** There * Dvt'Wmc, Dvtton kilts * a Dow* doth kill a Don* * 

** A Boot*, a Boot ft ; and Lsscir by Lbigit is overthrown •> 

•■ A Vinables, againft * Vinables doth (land ; 

" And TftOuTBtcic fightetb with' aTaouTBBCK, hand to hand r 

M There Moiineo* dock make a Molineux to die •„ 

•• And Ecebto* the ftresgtfr of Egebto* doth try. 

•• Oh* CpfisHitF^ wert thotr mad T of thine own Native G*rr+ 
"So much, until this day, thou never flied'ft before t 
•* Above /tew tktu fund Men, upon the eartK were thrown* 
■■ Of whom the greatcft part, were naturally thine cw&f 

$uch 7 my dear Friend, once was* the Martial Prowefs c£ 
tBe Men of Chejhire t And iuch, I have no doubt, it would 
be ag^in^ if their Country called them forth into the Fkl$ 
of Glory K But having barely hinted at this part of their 
Provincial CharaEter* in the beginning of this Letter — my 
Sketch of Hiftoric Materials muft have been incomplete, if 
1 had not marked them as much for their Military Fame, 



* This Battle was fought in 1459, at Bl ore -Heath in Staffordfhrre. Lord 
Audley commanded the Lancaftrtins, arrdthc Earl of SaliflxjrytheTVrtgfe; who* 
gained a complcat Viftoiy. 

* Drayton's Poly-Qlb. fong xxiK 

, s Upon the firft erabpdying of the Militia in the late war, there were iqcyr 
Gentlemen : of Rank and Fortune in the Cl?tfbira Corps* than in any other 
Militia-Regiment throughout the Kingdom. Who fubqgitted* for many 
Months, to the difagreeable duty of guarding the lines at Brompton near 
Chatham * and ftverat of them made thehr marches on Fbof, equally with the, 
mtaneft Soldier, 

. * : *s 
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3s for their unbounded Hospitality of Yore. — Bcfides, if 
Mufic% charms 

«* Can foftcn Rocks, or bend the knotted Oak." 

what human mind can be fa entirely divefted of every hu- 
mane fentiment, as, at the fight or mention of thofe Sta- 
tues 1 at Doddington, not to reflect and defcant with un- 
common pleafure upon the Heroic Ads of thofe illuftrious 
Worthies. 

But — " Why mould Warriours all our Praife engrofs ?" — 
fince the milder glories of the Sons of Peace y are infinitely 
more beneficial to mankind.-- 1 fhall therefore refume my 
Chronological Series with a JVatae, the moft diftinguiftied in 
the literary and peaceful Annals of our Hiftorical Collectors. 
The whole Choir of whom, ought to life with due obey- 
fance, to the venerable perfbn I am now enrolling in their 
number— 

' Ut Gallo, Phxbi Chorus affiirrexerit Omois. 



* '* Cum Majorum Imagine* intuerentar, vehementiffime Obi animum ad 
«* Virtutem accendi. Scilicet, non Ceram illam, neque FTguram, tantam Vim \a 
*' fefe habere ;. fed mempria rerum geftarum.eam flammam egregiis Viris in 
** Pcftore crefcere > neque prius fcdari, quatn Virtus corura famara atque glortam 
«• adaquavcrU.*! 

SsJlol Belt. J«gart&. Aft * . 

P This 
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This accompliflied perfooagc is Sir Peter Leycester, 
the celebrated Author of the Antiquities of Cbe/bire, pub*- 
lifhed in 1672. Our much-refpefted Literary Parent re- 
ceived every mark of gratitude, and every poffible degree 
of honour, from, this her diftinguiihed Son, In a manu- 
fcript note to an enlarged and correSled Copy of his Anti- 
quities, he exprefies himielf thus under the pari{h of Mob- 
berley — " -Samuel Shipton> M. A. Re Apr of Mobberley, 
" died in 1670 ; an honeft, learned Gentleman! who was 
" my Tutor wbilft I was of Brazen- Nofe College, Oxford, 
** in the years 1631—2—3." And in other parts of his 
Manufcript Additions^ he fpeaks, with extreme pleafure, " of 
<€ his having been for £ome years— he. hopes— the not unworthy 
u Member of a Society, which is entitled to fo- much venera- 
*' tion. from our Palatinate."— It ought not, however to be 
concealed^ that thefe Antiquities of Cbeft>ire, publifhed by 
Sir Peter, have been much complained of for the unenter<- 
taining and uninterefting manner in which they are written. 
But notwithstanding a feeming harmnefs that may perhaps • 
appear in them, they have really an infinite degree of in- 
trinfic merit. And the Manuscript Collections this very 
able and accurate Hiftorian hath left behind him, reflect 
almoft as much honour on his literary Character, as the An- 
tiquities he has publifhed. They extend at leaft to the vaft 
number of Twenty Volumes. And, as Leicester will 
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always be a Name> confecrated to Learning and our Na- 
tional Antiquities ; the extreme attention of the prefent 
amiable Lady Leycefter 1 , to whatever fhe imagines may 
contribute to the illuftration and the glory of our Palatinate, 
hath generoufly consigned all tjiefe volumes to the care and 
confidence of your Friend.— It hath been averted, feem- 
ingly with fome degree of truth, that Sir Peter collected 
for all the feveral Hundreds. My own opinion is, that he 
did not collect for them profejfedly. But his Manufcript- 
Remains certainly relate to, and extend over, the whole 
County. They contain a prodigious fund of very valuable 
intelligence ;- and will greatly tend to the completion of 
his favourite wijh y at the conclusion of his Hiftory of Buck- 
low Hundred. — " Thus have I, by God's afllftance, run 
** through Bucklow Hundred ; according to fuch evidences 
*' and Records, as I had carefully collected concerning the 
*' fame. * If I had not met with fome obftrudions by fome 
" Gentlemen, who, either out of ' Wayavardnefs or Jealoufy > 
u did refufe to let me have the perufal of their Evidences, 
" fome things might poflibly have been further difcoveired 
" and illuftrated. — In the mean time, I wiih this may in- 
*' cite fome more able hand to undertake the like for the 
*' reviving of thofe decayed Monuments of Antiquity in the other 

' * Her Ladyihip is toe third daughter and cohcirefs of Sir William Fleming, 
Bart, of Roydall in Wcilmoreland, 

«« Hundreds 
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& Hundreds of this our County, which yet lie buried and co- 
f€ vered in the rubbifh of devouring Time 1 ." 

The facceeding^CoUe&or to Sir Peter Leycefter* is your 
Maternal Creat-Grandfather* Roger Wilbraham of Townes- 
Endj in the Parifti of Karnptwich. This, family name is 
undoubtedly local y and was more anciently written. Wilbur- 
ham. They are defendants, by the female Une, from one 
of the Nobles of Hugh Lupus; Richard Vernon, Baron of 
Shipbroke *. And the Townes-find Branch derives its ilem 
from Randal y the fecond fon of Thomas Wilbraham of 
Woodhay, in the Reign of Henry the Fourth. Our 
great Antiquary, in his Britannia J , thus defcribes this an- 
cient family — " Hence» the Weaver continues its courfc 
" fouthward, not far from .Woodhay ; where the famous 
" and knightly family of the Wilbur ham\ lived long in great 
" repute 4 ." — The Collections Mr. Wilbraham left behind 
him principally relate to the Town and DiJlriSl of NamptwicL 

1 Sir Peter Leycefter, Bart, was defended from Sir Nicholas de Leycefler, 
Lord of the Manor of NetberTaMey, in 1276. Where this diffinguilhed fcmiljr 
has flourished ever fince.— Sir Peter was bom in 1613, and died in 1678* 

* King's-Vale-Royal, part 2d. page 145. 

i Vol. i. page 674. 

« The Heirefs of the Wilbrahams of Woodhay carried the whole cftate, by 
.marriage, into the Family of Talmache, Earl of Dyfart* 

And 
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And the copy of them, • bow in* my poffeflion, Efficiently : 
demonftrates the induftry and attention- with which he pro- - 
fecuted his Antiquarian Refearches. As he was blefled ' 
with the Inheritance of 'Wifdom — Length of Days in his right 
hand, and in his left hand Riches and Honour ' — it is by no ' 
means matter of furprife, that his Literary-Remains upon ' 
this fubject are as complete as we could poflibly have wiflied ' 
them. 

Cotemrjorary with your worthy Anceftor, wasj an inge- 
nious Collector of the name of Harrington; whbie Fa- 
mily, though now ri6 more, had once cohfiderable property 
at UrdeAiall. His Collections have Been configned to 
Fame by the celebrated Bflhop Gibfon^ m his 1 firft Edition 
of the Britannia?. HisrLorclmip there tells us,— «Jth'afe the 
16 defe&s of Doddridge and others, in tracing the Origin of 
" the County Palatine y are in -a great meafure iiippjied by - 
" what the learned Mr* Harrington has left upon the fub- 
" jecl. A gentlejoian, by Vhofe'o'to.th, 1 leaming iri f/ gene- 
u ral, and particularly the' Antiquities of this"Vb'unty y l whkh\ 
"he had defigned toittuftratednd imprwe^ have ftifrered - 
«* greatly.'^-- And upon -tmVfceaH, .1 am -forty to "f^mpa* 
thize with this venerable Prelate, ■* in" mofiflii^'cerdy lament- : 

* He died in the yea* 1705, at Ae adva*e(d*gc ofEighty-firfc. ' . 

• A. 

. •• Chmden JJrit. (Edit. 1695) page 566* 
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mg-;— that, all my; enquir ies, after Mr. Harringtons Cbefhtre 
Illtiftxatipmy <ktfv? W* tecfl aWlJ» difcoVsr; the* leaft ve#ige 
where any of, his. l&mned Tf enures may; lie concealed. ' 

My .Chronological Series brings, me now to the CoHe&ors 
of pro; ^tge> and Century. — At Jftbe head of t whom {fends, . 
defervedly, the Rev. Mr. John Stones, late Minor-Canon of . 
our Cathedral, and' Re&or of Coddington in Chefhire. 
His Colle&ionsare included in one folio, and two thick quarto, 
volumes. , : But; it. is, liot the Bujk v fe much as the Falue, of 
the ma£er;p^s we are to attend tp, r: Apd Mil. Stones. appears- 
to havcbeejiija perfon offuch con£umm&|e judgement, with 
fuch «^a intimate knowledge of his fubje&, as to have coHeded • 
nfcthiflgfrAnfc ^Aftiq^riafk Min^ except Orex>£ tke/richeft - 
anditheguueflLCf^-rTh^fe valuahlcmatejialsj-the friendship 
of hisffon',; and the obliging favour o£ the learned. Dean and 
Chapter, ; 'have kindly entruiled tamyperufal and fidelity. 



_ Mr,, Sine's fuccefibr, in our Chronological Series,, was 
John 'Wa^hur^onj. Somerfet-Herald $ whofe indefatigable 
Labours. have, fo greatly contributed ta the ornament and il- 
lustration of almoft r every *Co»nty; ]in the ' Kingdom. . Jjfcs 
method was perjbarjs;^^/^r^.fenfibl^ L7 tp glean up; every 
thing, eitjier in print or manu/cript, which had the moft 
Jifiant relation :tb that particular County he intended to 

."•-.'.: f l. ."" : ; :i: elucidate. 
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elucidate. Tliefe fcattered fragments, like the Sybils* Leaves, 
he bound up into volumes fuitable to the fize of the papers' 
he had collected ; either folio, quarto, or o&avo. — His 
EJfex Gleanings are now m my pone/ftm, through the commu- 
nicative kindnefs of John Leake, E(q. Chefter-Herald. And' 
though I have not hitherto received the Cheshire Collections, 
,yet the Eflex Papers give me a fufficient infight into tfee na- 
ture of tbofe materials* of which I have the abfohite- and the: 
obliging ptomife. It is fcarceiy worth while to particularize 
his printed fragments, relative to our Palatinater--An Ab- 
ftra& of his manufcript Collections is- as follows—- u A Ca- 
" lendar of the Manors in Chefhire, with the ieveral Fees 
" the Lords of the faid Manors paid to the Earl<of €befter\ . 

and the Names of the Proprietors to the year! 17 10?. 

quarto.-^- An Account of the principal Families in Che- ' 
" /hire, with, the Lands tbey held in the faid County, from* 

the 33d of Edward the Third, to the \24th of Henry 

the Seventh, folio. — A regifter of the Black Prince, and 
< Homage due to the Earl of Chefier ; with the names of 

the Principal Families, Lords of Manors,. Lordjbips, &c. ' 
" from the 3d of Edward the Third, to the 29$ bfi 

Elizabeth, folio 1 . — A variety of 'Maps, Pkns, and Pro'A-- 
" pe&s; with manufcript notes by Plot, Warburton, and 
" others : and whatibever is curious in the Repertories of the 

■ -. <•"• •• ** •> • ' • -iJ-B .1; tf Hsraidivx 
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" HeraTd s~Ojfice\ the Harleian Library, and. the Office of 
" Record, relative to the County Palatine of Chefter." — . . 

. Here, my dear Friend, ends the Abftract of thefe moft 
lifeful and mpft iriterefting Materials. Which form a ftrong 
contraft with the fucceeding Collectors I muft now give 
you an account of ;--- as"thefe are rather in detached pieces* 
' than in any manner the Xedbfyjlematkal. They come from the 
hand of aperfonfond of Antiquities,and thoroughly acquainted 
with every ancient circumftance of our Native City, Of 
thisHorfeley had* ample 'proof in his Cejirian Refearches for 
his Britannia Romana. And I have written as well as living 
eyidence to declare — that though he has ftudioufly con- 
cealed the name of his benefa&or, yet if Mr. Carrington * 
had not been the guiding Index of his Enquiries, HorfeleyV 
Account of Roman Remains in Chefter would have beer* 
exceedingly imperfect. 

What has been faid of the preceding Collections, may- 
be applied to thofe I ihall next commemorate. — As Phyfic 
is a Profeflion, fome how or other, congenial with Anti- 
quities i the late Dr. Gower of Chefter, a quondam Mem- 

1 1 hare now in my pofleflion the moft curious manufcripi I have yet fcen upon 
the Antiquities of Chefter. It was the property of Mr, Carrington j who- has 
greatly enlarged it, and continued it to our own times. 

ber 
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ber of our honoured College, and who died in 1745, hath 
left us many curious andfenfible Remarks upon this fubjecV* 
The very extenfive Pra&ice of his Profeffion enabled him to 
snake very extenfive Enquiries. But then this Practice inca- 
pacitated him from committing a great deal to Writing. His 
Remarks consequently are detached, defuttoiy, and uncon- 
nected,, But ftUl they point out the hand of a Mqfter. And 
thofe who remember him, need no account from me, how 
much, he excelled in the feveral accomplimments of a Gen- 
tleman, a Scholar, and a Phyfician. — You muft excufe me, 
however, my dear Friend, applying to myfelf upon this 
tender occafion, what Milton has faid of our firft Parents* 
upon the Lofs of Paradife— ~ 

•• Some Natural Tears they dropt"— - . 

Thefe congenial ftudies,. of Phyfic and Antiquities, have 
given rife to another very able, but much more induftrious 
Colle&or \ Dr. Cowper of Overley, Fellow of the Anti- 
quary Society, and Mayor- of Chefter in 1754.T— His Coi> 
lections chiefly relate to the City, and its Environs', are di~ 
gefled into Annals, after the manner of Peek's Stamford, and 
are fufficiently numerous to h arranged in three folio vo- 
lumes*. Had. the. Docfoi: enjoyed a longer period of exift- 

* The late Dr. Gower had one of the moft elegant and beft digeftcd Collections 
Of Medals of any Gentleman in Chefhire. 

»• This intelligence about the Contents of Dr. Cowper+s Colle&ions, conies 
from his. intimate Friend, Mr. Norris, Secretary of the Society of Antiquaries. 

R. ence^ 
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ence, we might have expe&ed a complete and diffufive 
Hiftoiy of our native City. But fince— Diis aliter vifum 
eft — we have only to lament ; that a Diffidence, infepara- 
hle from Learning, mould have abfolutely prohibited any 
pcrafal of his large Collections. Efpecially too after the 
Specimen he has given us in Print of his Antiquarian Abili- 
ties — " in his Summary of the Life, and of the celebrated 
" Shrine, of St. Werburgh." 

The laft Collector I mall mention, is a Name, my dear 
Friend, that is facred to yourfelf. Since it is the late 
worthy Recorder of the City of Chefter ; who was a warm 
and zealous Friend to all it's corporate Rights, and to the 
whole Circle of it's Interefts. Was I writing to any other 
than to you, I mould certainly mention him in the cha- 
racter of a Lawyer, of great knowledge and abilities in his 
profeflton ; and who had befides a ftrong tincture for literary 
purfuits, with a leading paffion for the elucidation of legal 
Antiquities x . Of this he has left behind him ample proofs, 
in the Collections, your Friendship has favoured me with. 

« Confidering the hereditary Claim you have, by both your Parents, to the Study 
of our National Antiquities — 1 (hall take the Liberty to remind you of two ft Hie- 
ing Lines in Virgil j though I will not offend you by any Application of 
tbtf m — « 

Ecquid, in Antiquum Virtutem, animofque Viriles, 
Et Pater jEneas, et Avmctdus ezcitat Heclor ? 

It 



A HISTORY OF CHESHIRE. 6) 

It is true, thefe Colle&ions are not copious; but then their 
defign and purport have ftamped fuch an ineihmable value 
on them, as to make us earneftly wi£h they had extended 
beyond a {ingle folio volume. — While our earlieft Records, 
are, either now Sleeping in profound obfcurity, or moul- 
dering away in their fecure Repofitory of the Caftle ; they 
will yet live in the Recorder s Co?v — by the means of tbofe 
veryfenfible and judicious Extracls be has made from them. 
And, to crown the whole of his . laborious Refearches, be 
bas added a Glojary, ingenioujly explaining all tbe antiquated 
Words and Phrafes that occur in tbe originals. 

Having now done with the Human, or, if you pleafe, 
the j4nimate-Co\\e&ors of our County Evidences — I mall 
proceed to mention a few ; which, with your leave, I will 
venture to call the Inanimate Ones. I mean thofe family 
Manfions, that, by the Die of Chance, have been confecrated 
to the Prefervation of Chefhire Antiquities. The few I 
(hall commemorate, are the manfions of Crew, Dutton, 
and Merbury ; not, as the only Chefiire Repojitories, but I 
believe the principal ones ; and, which contained a variety 
of Deeds and Records, beyond t the private evidences of thur 
own Lords and. Matters. Thefe very ancient Manfions have ' 
given local Names to as many ancient arid diftinguimcd Fa- 
milies. And that Crew-Hall mould have been the tutelary 

' r Pre- 
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ferver of Antiquarian Treafures y we can fcar.cety iy9Ade£ j . 
when, above a century ago, Mr. BUnuwh Crew. nefcued, -. 
from their pcrif^able State, the firft Memorials we ( have in. . 
Pr//tf of the. former Splendour, of our. Palatinate. 1 : ; 

This accompli/hed Gentleman excelled to that degree in-, 
the Polite- Arts, and particularly in Drawing — that his. 
Geographical Delineations were impoffible to be diftinguimed, 
from the beft engraved Maps. And, unhappily for his na- 
tive County ! the very Means he made ufe of for the Im- 
provement and Extension of his Accomplimments, turned 
out the melancholy inftruments of his ruin — having been* 
barbaroufly aflafllnated at Paris in the year 1650, 

I have already told you, that this, amiable Young Man was 
the grandfon of Sir Ranulph Crew, Lord Chief Juftice o£ 
the Court of King's-Beiich in 1624 — Who was not' more 
diitinguifhed, by his Knowledge in the Laws of his Country, 
than by his fuperiour Skill in Architecture. Of this, the 
pleating and .elegant Structure of Crew-Hall will, j-e-* 
main an indisputable proof, as long as the moil beautiful 
ancient manfion, perhaps, in the whole kingdom mall exift.. 
And, what is much more for his Lord/hip's chara&er, the. 
Virtues of his Hearty were at leaft equal to the Abilities of 

* See page a*. 

, his 
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Itii Head, Since he Was honourably difcharged from alL 
\*& Legal Employments ' for declaring his utter and deter- 
mined diflike toa Mcafure, the moft difagreeable at that 
time to his Country a . — Sir Ranulph's defcendant,, John' 
Crew, Efquire, inherits his Lordfhip's Diftin&ion in the 
County, as well as his. large Fortunes* — being one of its 
nrefeht Reprefentdtives. And he hasfhewedas muchTafte- 
in the beautiful Arrangement and Difpofition of his Grounds y , 
as his illuftrious Anceftor difplayed. in the Conftruftion of* 
this pleafing Edifice. Thus uniting in the fame Family 
tdofe grand Exertions of Tafte, which Mr.. Pope thought: 
fuffioient honour to be enjoyed ieparate and diftjnd — 

Who httOs like Bathurft, and whoftatft like Boyle ? 

But of the three Manfions> which I have been bold enough* 
to diftinguim by the name of Inanimate Colle&orty. I appre- 
hend the Edifice and Hallo* Dvtton- — during the tiou--' 

« Notetft&fef io, \6i€... 

* Mj Loed Chren&m ezpreleft lib Difapprabation of tbe-E*p«dkrtt of Ship- 
Monty in the following nervoug Maoaer — >' And bert the Damage a*d MHchidf • 
•* cannot be cxprefled, that the Crown and State fuftained. in the defcrvtd Jle- . 
■« Jwooch and Jnfairty that attended the Judges, by being made tlfeof \f\this t 
« andl*eAcfc'Df.P6*ferj th6fe*fc&i£-fto froflfon'itjr to 'frfefefre the 'Dignity, 
«« Reverence, and Eftimation of the Law* themfclves, but by the Integrity 
£ and Innocency of the Judgcs.'j 

Bift, «f tht ftfMU T9k i. me 70. 

Si ri&ing; 
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riming aera of that moft refpe&able and fuperb Family— t* 
have been the principal Afylum of our fugitive and perifli- 
able Records. The Fate of this Family muft neceflarily re- . 
mind us of the Uncertainty of all Human Grandeur. Since 
after deriving their defcent from Odard, coeval and con- 
fanguineous with the Norman Conqueror , their Name and 
Family is no more. And we may weep over their Manes 
in the fame accents of generous pity, as the downfal of the 
State of Ilium is lamented — 

" That Corn now grows, where Troy Town ftood." 

For what circumftancecan be more humiliating to terreftrial 
Magnificence, than the Reflection — that after they had 
flourifhed in the very fpot,. where Odard had firft feated 
them, " a Family of great Worth and Antiquity, and as 
" it were almoft a conftant fucceffion of Knights for above 
" fix hundred years '" — the Remembrance of them fhould 
now as effectually have vanifhed, as that of " a Gueft which 
" had tarried only afingle day."— Their great Progenitor too, 
the famous Odard, like his Kiniman Hugh Lupus, had a 
celebrated Sword of Dignity, cor&aiitly preferved at Dutton, 
as an Heir-Loom of the Family. Which, in the year 1665, 
was the property of Lady Kilmorey, fole daughter and 

* Hift. of Bucklow Hundered page 248, line 34. 

heirefs 
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heirefs of Thomas Dutton of Dutton \ Efquire. But into 
whofe cuftody this memorable Relick has been fince con- 
iigned, ; you may naturally imagine, would not to me be an 
impleading, or an. uninterefting, article of intelligence. A nd 
the Fate of many of their valuable Records is equally as un- 
certain, : as that of this Sword of Dignity. Since it is not 
to be imagined, that the fame carelefs hand which dim- 
pated their; large poffefTioas, would prefcrve their iittrary 
Remains \ and, alas! to him^— their ufelefs and moil in- 
fignificant of Trifles. — But Chance^ in this inftance at leaft, 
has been more favourable than Defign. Some of them are 
now in the poffeflion of the prefent worthy Mr. Leeche of 
Cardeh ; and I have in my own cuftody a Record of great 
confequence, infcribed, "Liber Petri Dutton armigeri 1650." 

1 There was a Privilege of Ucenfing ike Minftrels, peculiar to this ancient 
Family, much too remarkable to be omitted. The original Grant came 
from our renowned Earl, Randal Blvndevillb, to Roger Lacv, Cenftable of ' 
Ghefter; and bis foo, John Lacy, affigned the Privilege to the Family of 
Dutton. The Anniversary pf this Solemnity was conftandy celebrated on the 
Feftival of St. John the Baptift. ; by a regular ProcelBon of all the Mnjlreh to 
the Church of this Tutelary Saint in the City of Chefter.— -But after having 
been constantly obferved for at leaft 550 years, it Teems to have been difconti- 
nued in 1758. And as an inftance how facrcd, thofe exdttfve FrrvilegtSy which . 
had been granted to us by ouf Cheshire Monarchs, were e deemed by L/gi- 
ilative Wifdom; the Aft of the 29th of Elizabeth, which declares all Itinerant 
I&rijirels to be vagabonds, particularly excepts the Mwftrd-JurifcUtfjon, of John , 
Dutton, <jT Dunon" in Cbtjbire, Efq,. * ' 

What 



i tfHtf'ha* bW& &id of ^grtfc* tittif&liilittik map 
h* a^flfcd, mttails mkito&s, & §!« Fatffiryitf MfeitfoW.' 
-ii-Tfibfigh t5^ ffcteflmad ft* m'aHf GSrirMe*, iin : tte* : 
MgKeft degree of Reptitetiifti, »fld of H*»oiir* yettfieir' £dP 
fcffibns, and their Paffcr s* fcavtf long fihde £3fl£& into other* 
hands. But I hare many reafcns to* imaging, that thi : 
original Ledger Book » of th^ magnificent Abbey of Vale^' 
Royal, whilom in the j3oflefTion df the Merbtfries, is tiovt> 
in the Library of my valuable and moft efteemed Friend,, 
Thomas GhOlmondeleyj Efq; oi* Vale-Royal, the late amir 
able and publie-fpirited Reprefentative of Chefhire; 

Here then, .my dear Friend, ends the Completion of my* 
Promife — a fhort, but very imperfect Account of the Cha-^ 
ra&eric-Genius of the Men of Che/hire, and of the Collec-. 
tibns for a Hrftory of our Palatinate, in a fferies, aliiioftr 
ftri£lly chronological. From thefe Collections,, and. other - 
lneftimable Remains, I am convinced a Hiftory might be 
formed of our native County > infinitely fuperiour to. any: 
Hiftory, yet exifting, of any County in Great Rritauu Or^ 
if you pleafe, a Hiftory that mall as much excel Dugdale V 
Warwickfhire, as this celebrated Hiflory is fuppofed to excel* 

* " The Ledger Book of Vale-Royal Abby now in Pofleffibn of Thomas 
«• Merbury of Merbory, nigh Great Budworth, Efq. 1666. A copy whereof t 
^ remains among the Evidences at Dutton.." 

Hill, «f BmUqw Hud. p. »te, 1. 18. 

thofe. 
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tlpfd of all our Provincial Diftrids, Since at prefent it 
certainly ranks amongft them in the fame diftinguiflied man- 
ner, as the " Moon is poetically faid to /hine amongft the 
'Meifer Luminaries." 

.But notwithftanding my Love of my native Soil, and my 
avowed Pailion for thefe my favourite Purfuits ; I have 
not, I fear, a Sufficiency of Health or Leifure, much lefs 
Abilities,, for this very arduous Tafk. I will affift to the 
utmoft I am able ; but as to afluming of the Lead — if. 
the propereft ftudy of mankind is Man — I know myfelf en- 
tirely unequal to it. And, I will engage, that the engraved 
Plates^ with all the Copies of ancient Manufcripts, which 
have coft me confiderably more'than Fifty Guineas, fhall be at 
the fervice of their chqfen<Hiftorian.---Itis to me a pleafing 
Reflection, that the fortunate accident of my* Birth in this 
County, has greatly contributed' to the Eafe and Happinefs 
of my Life. And therefore, could my T>rec^fe Idea of its 
genuine Glory be realized^ I would with pleafure fubfcribe 
a Sum of Fifty Guinea* more, for .this grand and noble Un- 
dertaking. - ... ••...•■'•.;.'• : ; • * 

* • ^ - _ 

l . ' - • - 

But Grandeur and Nobility always imply expence;* And 
you may firmly affure yourfelf, that this natural Alliance 
will notbe diflbhredin the prefe#b|nftance of our. JSiflpry 
of Chefhire. — That the Plan cannot poflibly< be ctetoyjletqd 

- '" - • ; T y ■.•"> .;•-.-) . . • •» v under 
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under two large Volumes in Foho, I am certain ; and, I fear, 
the ancient Splendour of out native City will difdain, to/ be % 
confined within fuch narrow limits .-f-For confider, my dear 
Friend, that Kings Vale-Royal y as it ftands at prefent, 
make,s a moderate nzed volume in folio ; though it relates 
chiefly. and principally to Chefter. And the Hiffory-of 
Bucklow Hundred — though it fa only as one to /even--*' 
makes a volume in folio, nearly of thefize of King's. What 
then pull become of our enlarged and copious Treafure t>f 
Materials, if we think of executing the Work upon &> nar- 
row a fyftem, as what imperfedlly defcribea, only the City 
of Chefter, and one Jingle Hundred of the whole County ? " 

But thefc two Volumes in Folio, with the Appendage* 
of their numerous Hates-', can by no means be pufr- 
limed under the vaft expence of 3000 L— even at the loweft 
degree of cftimatioh. And if the noble Remains of iom? 
of our fuperb Mannons, our 

— — — Ilium, « ingens 
'■• Gloria Csstribhsivm -—- «• ' * 

were to be included, the Expence muft greatly exceed this* 
very enormous^ Sum* 

■ ^ But 

* Chcfhire confifts 61 feven Hundreds i of which* fiactlciw-Hundrtd it iiofr 
thelwgeftia Bs(te»t. * -• -- :;r . , f . : • - , ■ ,- t 

* Viz. Of ancient Caftfes, Churches* Religious Houfes* Monuments, Arms* 
and Seals j with Views of all our fever al local Antiquities. 
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But you may perhaps ask me— in nearly the language of 
Pope — 

"Oh fay, what Means this vaft Expence fuppty ! 
•* What Mines to fwell this boundlcfs Hiftory ? — 

I would anfwer, the generous, and the publick-ipirited, 
JMine of a Subscription. — The particular Quota of each 
Subfcriber, far he it from me to prefume to mention. Let 
the Gentlemen of the County fix any Sum, they pleafe, 
Jbetween the indifpenfible Extremes of fix and ten Guineas ; 
and let them fend their Names, either to Mr. Bathurft, 
Bookfeller in Fleet-Street, London j or to Mr. Lawton, 
Bookfeiler in Chefter. When Two Hundred have fub- 
-icribed their Names, it may be time to think of forming an 
lAntiquorJan ^JJitf'aticx, under the Aufpices of fome chofen 

<2hief, fome; fele&ed Te'ucer 1 flmilar to that laudable 

JSociety, which was formed by the Encouragement of 
Sir Thomas Cave, for the Hiftopy of * NortbQtnptmJbire.—Rwt 
whether formed, or not, the Publick, and yourfelf, may cer- 
tainly depend upon the faithful Performance of my prefent En- 
gagements, And perhaps the -Execution of fome Parts of the 
Plan/ may be.nearly coeval with the Exigence of the Society j 
as*no Requisite is wanting, to the rmal Completion of one whole 
Hundred, except a regular Lift of Incumbents ; with a re- 
gular Hiftory of Property and Familiss, for the laft Fifty 

» Tcucro Ducc, ct Aaijpicc Trucro. .H«», 

.... /; . . 1 Years, 



ft SKETCH OP THE MATERIALS TOR 

Years. . To which I muft neceflarily addj a perfonal and 
careful Inveftigation, of every remarkable local Circuraftancc, 
and every memorable Relick of Antiquity, that may be 

worthy of the Notice, and the Attention of Posterity. 

/ *. ■ • • • ? • x - • * 

« » L 

Before I conclude ; I have only, my dear Friend, to en- 
deavour to repay the mighty Debt of Gratitude I bye to my 
Benefactors, by returning* them, through ybur Means, roy 
mojljincere and moft refpe&ful Acknowledgments for the fevc- 
ral FavcJufs they have cdridefcended to fhew me. And tho* 
•your Solicitations, contrary to my own exprefs Wi/hes, 
" have emboldened my unfledged Pinions ' to the firft Eflay 
of this daring Flight ; yet my obliging Benefactors may 
poflibly trace the Handy that fends them thefe refpeclful 
Acknowledgements, though it has not the Confidence to 
fubferibe its Name. — The Hearty however, you know 
you may always command of 

Your fincere, faithful, and 

affectionate of Friends, 

A Fellow of the Antiquary Society. 



r.- . . ;-.. ' Olim Joventts, ctpfttrun Vigor, 

Nido laborum propulit infeittm \ 
','__ Vernique, jam Nimbis remotis, 

^. Infolitos docoere Niftu 

VcBti P«w»*««.«^— Hoa. lib. ir. ode 4« 



•T 



'■ P O S T S C R I P T. 

1 HOUGH I have now doled this tedious letter.; .yet 
bufy Recolledion,— and to you I fear an impertinent one,-- 
flill urges me to blot more Paper, and to. trelpafs ftill further 
upon the' Partialities of your Friehdlhip. Cheshire, you 
know, is the Burthen of 'my Theme ! — And, when either the 
Glories of 'her Empire,, or the Beauties of hex fequeflfed Re- 
treats, 1 'at any time flrike my Fancy—rwill you excufe nie 
for endeavouring to fix thefe Tdeas,. by'cloathing them with 
Language, and transmitting them t6 ybu, tho' perhaps ifl* 
tjrudirig Vifitbrs ?" I will hope however, fdr your Pardon !-~ 
And could I 'flatter myfelf with the Hopes, that the Mufe of 
Hiftory would not refufe the influence of her Aid, at the 
Kequeft of the Silvan Nymphs of Wirrall and of Delamere, 
my Satisfaction would be compleat. 

Bufy RecotteAiorr then, my idear Friend, prefents-me 
with .a ftrikiflg Inftance of refined Policy in Hugh Lupus 
■ ' - U —-the 



t «* 



49 Invite mj Ltys ! •^•bc frctent Silvan M*\d*\ 

t t# Unlock your fprings, and open aU yoyr Shades * 

« ^— Your Aid, O Atujes, bring!* " * 

-^ ~ PopcVWi*dfFoieft t 
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— the Founder of our local Monarchy-— perfe&ly fimilar 
with a Political Inftitution of the Founder of Imperial Rome. 
Population; yah know, is not 'barely th£ Osnamett, and 
the Splendor — it is the pofltive Bails of every Empire. 
Romulus, therefore^ in order to furaith his new City with 
Inhabitants, opened an -djylum for (the Fugitives of all Na- 
tions. ■ Lupus did the fame. But, as his Territories were 
much more extenfive, than even thofe of the Emprefs of 
the Worlds in Her pays of Infancy:--- and as they had been 
greatly depopulated by the Ravages of War; — inftead of oqe 
he opened thru AJyla % for the Umbrage and Protection of 
any new Subjects, that might take melter under the cover 
of his Wings* fbefe three Stfyla were, ? Hoole-Heath 
nearXhefter, Ovee-Ma*sh near Farndon, and Ryj> r H*ATH 
- near Middle wich. Their Situation was moft happily 
imagined. Two oi them near the. Confines of Wales~-v- 
wherc the Addition of every fiagle Subject added a 
double Portion of domeftic Strength— and the third near 
the Center of his Dominions. It is not impoffible, but the 
iude and uncultivated State of thefe extenfive Wages, might 
influence the Founder of our Empire in his Choice, as well 
as their happy Situation. But whatever was the Motive of 
aligning thefe particular Spots of his feveral AJyla — it is 
certain, that the Sucjee&of them, was- equal to his utmoft 
Withes. The Prince of Roman Hiftorians mentions this 
fenfible Institution of Romulus, as being agreeable to the 

ancient 
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fehcfeht Practice of the Bounders of all States* But we cari- 
ndtfcppbfc, that a rough and unpoliihed Norman, whole 
flntf Science could'be that » of War; and : * ^hdfe principal 
amr&ments muft a^He 7 from &e very *n ted clangor of Arm's 
i^c^iild ad6pt this refinement of policy frotri mytitotafy 
Lights, or derive any Intelligence about it from (fee m- 
fornimgftagpxrf Hlftory. Nature, alone, mtiftifore been 
fais Onldei and his Tutorefi, inftiA&ive ReatoW ^ ; .- I 

1 Such was the ftate di Hug* Lupus's Political Inftitution 4 
lu*Bnt die Hiftbry 06 vdrj remote rtime* bccomiesifo *&cccd* 
itigly confuted* wJiqn-it depends only upon the Evidence of 
Oral Tradftioii—diat' though the Remembrance oFthe FaA, 
relative to thcfe AJyla, was perfealydiftmft and clear, m the 
<&y* of omriJlftotfcal Collector, iPW^-^yet the Reafom of 
die Tact Were eritir^lf obttiet^edandckfaced' from thfr traces 
of Human ^mory^~flpeaking of Twemlotore, in. his Vafer 
Royal, -he proceeds thus.— <( And £a we paiTeintothat fptckros 
" Precind of Rudbeatb, a wide Common, conjaming* btge 

« Circuit, 

* • » .. . . 

« • ' ." ... I " : . *; 

* 3etri4e, ne vaua Urbis Magpituda tfflet, adjicicad* MaUftudiai* Wqfa, 

* ^rttt* CopftUo condentinm Ur&ts, q\$ % obfcucAtn atque humilem conctcpdo ad,$ 

Multitudinera, natame Teni'fibi Prolem ementiebantur i Locuov'qut nunc 

' fr^tiis defcendenttbus inter duo* lucbs eft AfflMfiip*n*> ifoett&iiu^Popufii 

1 Torbajomnis, fine difcrimine, liber an fervus eflet, avida Novarum Rerun) per- 

iugit : idque frimum ad cieptam Magnitudinem Roboris fuit. 

% - r r-tT \™> Hift. Rom. Lib. v fcft 8. 
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« Circuit, ;and whicji Ijath inM fime^qd ei Sfa&uary .« 
" k y withptjjplfedges theteunto; fuch, as hoj&foever }ar 
*« .tended tjfjr-ithofeJFpunite, ,<injpfy : artl: umpeffim toftw 
v.^^j^t w* rf^f^fe^fftfeem,^ .e^ourage/sae^yo 
5* wMbl*n4 ! 4*^«e;'^i5aQfeeffi>i?i an^tte^orejaftly 
«« defaojiAMJd.!V-*iBut tho #W-^-depen$ng #nly upon 
," Twditigt))— rkwwr aqthj&g xjf the *r«* 4>>r£*» of thijsr .^fe- 
lum ; yet.rii^^^p^^^rlpr^ttri^e, ftff)^z^|^.t^e....l2|f^qr 
Dome/day in the pofTeflion of your Friend 1 , bears indifpu- 
tal^leJEvidei*se to ^e Bi4mpJ^^4 Ib&fons, gfWQWjhich 
this Political Eflaoliflanent was ifirft formed. The V«8di& 
of . twollnqirifitiom, rdelivefed by a jury of $he irtuft diftiar 
<guiflied Gentlemen of rChefhire— -upon the awful Solemnity 
jol an Oath---contains the Faitfy and T$ftimQfty of $hfe in,- 
difpittable fiyidence, 0ne f Tof thefc Ina^iftt jon* was taken 
in the. Seventh Yew'©/ Bdwrwd the Second £ a*d the other 
in the Twentieth of Edward 'the T-hkd. And, tf you wiU 
givenie leave, I will prefcht yon with the fukftpafc of the 
3CTQ* V&rdi&s. 
'■>'■-. 
By an Inquintion, taken before Hugh de Audelith, 
Tuftice of Chefter, on Sunday after -die Feaft of St. Peter ad 
yincula, it was found— u That a certain large piece of 
f.« tpafky called Dvf*MATisH, 4*as \a ^/>»* : TknejS or- 

tf dained 

* See Page 13, 14. 
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" dained for Strangers, of what Country foever ; and a£- 
u figned to fuch, as came to the Peace of. the Earl of Ches- 
ter, or to his Aid ; Jtforting there to form Dwellings* 
but without building any fixed Houfes, by the means of 
" Nails or Pins, fave only Booths and Tents to live in." • 

The other Inquifition, is as follows — "The Jury 1 de- 
u clare upon their Oaths, that the Moor which is called 
Rudheath, was formerly a Wafie Place, very anciently 
affigned and fet apart by fome of the old Earls of Chejfer % 
" for the Reception, not only of their own Subjects, but 
" of all fugitive Strangers coming to the Aid of the Earl's 
" Peace y either from England^ or from any other Countries.'* 
—And there is an Inquifition of the fame Tenor, relative 
to the other Afyhim of Hoole-Heath. 

Having thus (hewed you, my dear Friend, beyond the 
pofllbility of a doubt — that the Principles of Policy, in the 
Founders of the Roman and the Cefirian ftates, were as per- 
fectly parallel, as they were perfectly refined — a circumftance 

W iiirely 

*. *« Hamo de Mafli, Hugo dc Venables, Urian de Sanfto Petro, Rogerus 

f ** de Chedfe, Hugo de Dutton, Petrus de Dutton, et Robertus de Pulford, 

** Milices ; Johannes de Wettenhale, Willietimus de Boidell, Johannes de Lcghe, 

•*• Matdweus de Bechcton, David de Egerton* Robertus de Bulkeley, et alii 

* Juratou?. 

ClufluK Domefday, Pricdf. 
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fattly the moft refplendent for our Native County— I (haft 
take the liberty of troubling you with another ilhjftrious 
Fa&;. which is equally founded JB Truth, and equally 
ccaiducive to the Glory of our Palatinate. — That ije- 
nowed Earl, Rani>al Blundeville, reigned the fole mo- 
narch of his Dominions, with fuch an abfoiutc and fuch a 
fbvereign Power — that he acknowledged no Superiour ; 
whenever the BeTiefts of his Paramount Lord were contrary 
to the maxims of found Policy, or to thofe dictates of natural 
Juftice, which he thought a wife and a virtuous Prince owed 
always to a faithful and an obedient people. Of this, there 
was a remarkable Inftance, when that weak Prince Henry the 
Tfiird hTued his Imperial Mandate for the Colledion of the 
Pap^f Tax--common\y called Peter-pence— through the whole 
extent of his Dominions; Since our Ceftrian Monarch, nor 
only forbid the Collection of it, within the Bounds of his 
own Territories, but threatened the Collectors with con- 
dign Punifliment, if they infolently difobeyed his Royal 
Pleafure. Amongft other Hiflorians, of the moft approved 
Character, who relate this Fa& — William Smith, in the 
Vale-Royal, gives us the following, and by far the beft, Ac- 
count of the Tranfaction. — " Randal, orRanulph, the Third, 
" he fays, was very well learned, efpecially in the Laws of the 
" Realm ; infomuch that he compiled a Book thereof. He 
" was alfo very zealous in Religion. For we read, that 

" when 
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" when ths Pope (ent his Collectors throughout Chriften- 
" donl, to- gather up, his, Tenths^ he aloqe refufed to pay, 
u any : Suffering none in his Dominions, either Layman or 
*« Clerk, ta yield, any Tenths to the Pope's Proctors ; aU 
though all England* Scotland* Wales^and Ireland* f aid it"* 



« 



Inftances, fuch as thefe, of refined Policy* Wifdom, and 
|>uiffance, in the Conduct of our heal tyf onarchs ; I fondly 
imagine, my dear Friend, — though "I have never dreamt 
" upon the fummit of Parnaflus" — to he. Stars, .of fuch 
-Historic Radiance, in the Annals of our Chtjhire Empire ; 
that any Sketch of the Memorials of her ancient Glory muft 
have been defective, if I had endeavoured to have eclipfed 
their effulgent Splendour, by covering them with tjie Vei\ 
o/Obfcurity, 

But the very Catqftrophe of our Glory, is in fome mea- 
sure the Herald of our former Fame. And as no Language 
..can e^prefs the final Period of this Glory, in a clearer or 
more concife manner, than our great Antiquary has related it~ 
'So take the fad taje of this Cataftrophe in nearly the 

woras 
»Fwt |ft page- 51. -. 

v la part ft) page 31 there is this Remark : " If is not impertinent to kt 
" daWOi what the lame Author — Henry Bradfl\aw — writeth in another Place j 
ft tad v>h# G$t&icns out of him I find recorded." But this Remark is an un- 
• doafcoed. Argument, that the Hi^orian of the Vale-Royal, who was almoft 
cocral with Bradfhaw, imagined his Colle&ions to be unpidli/btd. 
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c words of Cnmclen. " Randal Blundeville, was. fuc> 
ceed'ed by his Nephew, John, furnamed Scot us; who 
i dying without iflue, Henry the Third, charmed with 
the Sigh of fo fair an Inheritance, annexed" it to the 
" Crown ; not being willing that fuch a Vast Estate 
" fhould be parcelled out amongft Distaffs— meaning the 
" Sifters and Coheirejjes of Earl John. 'But the Kings" of 
" England, when this County devolved to the Grown, mairi- 
" tained their ancient Palatine Prerogatives, and continued 
" to hold their Courts-— as the Kings of France 1 did in the 
" County of Champaign — that the honour of the Palatfi- 
" nate might not be extinguifhed by difufe. An Honour 
" which was ever afterwards conferred upon the King's 
l< eldeft Son ; and, in" the firft > Inftance, upon Edward, 
" Heir apparent of this very Henry. But when. this martial 
.*? Prince had unhappily been taken Prifoner in the Battle of 
Lewes ? he was obliged to regain his Liberty, by plucking this 
ineftimable Jewel out of his Princely Diadem, andrefigning 
_" it to the^Vi&orious Baron, Simon Montfort, EarLofLei- 
" cefter ; as the valuable Reward, and indeed the only 
1 adequate Purchafe, of his Ranfom. * 

1 Simon Montfort being foon afterwards flain in the- Battle of Eveihatn, the 

Palatinate reverted to the Crown : and Richard the Second, by a folemri Aft of the 

whole legiflature, erected it into a Principality, as a fplendid augmentation of 1 his 

K>ya.l Titles'} (tiling bimfelf, Princeps Cestrije. His Succeflbr, Henry the 

Fourth, repealed this Aft, and reftored thofe Palatine- Prerogatives which it enfays 

to this Day, 

Camden'j Brit. vol. i. pape 682. 
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After thefe Hiftoric Anecdotes, I {hall trefpafs no longer 
upon your Friendfhip, than merely to explain the Origin of 
the Minftrel-JurifdiSlioti) which I only barely hinted at, un- 
der the fuperbManfion, 1 and Family of Dutton. And I (hall 
then finally clofe the Tcedium of your Perufal, and of this 
PofHcript, by prefcntmg you with a fummary View of all the 
Manufcripts in my pofleffion, towards a new, and I fhould 
tope, a not entirely undeferving, Hiftory of our diftinguifhed 
County. 

Ampngft the Military Atchievements of the renowned 
JSarl Randal—his Heroic Enterprifes againft Llewellin, 
Prince of Wales, were not the lead Inftances of his un- 
daunted Prowefs. But being one day furprifed, and fur- 
rounded in his Caftle of Rothlent in Flintfhire, by a Force 
infinitely fuperiour. to his own ; he fent Exprefles, with 
t)3% utmoft privacy, to hia. great General, Roger Lacy,* 
aearneftly defining his immediate Relief in this exigence of 
danger. ThcfcExprefiesi found Lacy atChefter, during the 
Aaini#erfariy. of .die Midfuftimer Fair* . Ano\ as the occaflon 

x The Manfion and Lordlhip of Dutton, are now the property of fyf rs r Bul- 
lock, wife of John Bullock, Efq. x>f Falkboin.e-Hall, and Reprefentative of the 
Borough of Maldon, in Effex. 

-* Roger Lacy was Constable of Chefter. The duty of this high Officer, 
was to curtimand the- Vanguard of the Earl's Afmy r and to be the Foremoit in 
**eiy. Pq& b£ Dapgciv 

X was 
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was critically urgent, fronv the imminent peril of the Earl's 
Life; this General immediately marched with a tumultuoui 
Croud of P layers t Fidlers, and Muficians^ and all the Per- 
fons. he. could pofltbly affemble— of whom great numbers 
had been tempted to Chefter, by the cerebration of this 
feftal Anniveriary.. Llewellin, alarmed at the approach of 
this vafl Multitude, raifed the Siege with theutmoft Preci- 
pitation. And, after Earl Randall's- return in Triumph, 
the Effufions of his Gratitude formed his firft Acls of So- 
vereignty ; by rewarding Lacy, with an exclufive Prerogative 
ever thofe particular Trades and Myfieries, which had been 
exercifed by theie fortunate, and fignal Inftruments of hi* 
Royal Prefervation. The Constable's Son, John Lacy, 
referved his exclufive Privilege over fdme of thofe Mechanic 
Occupations ; but granted the Minftr el- Prerogative to Hugh 
Dutton of Dutton, and his Heirs : the Son of that 
Ralfb Dutton, who is fuppofed to have particularly 
marched at the Head of the Band of Minflrels. Thus con- 
' figning the Rule and JurifdicTrion over this Mufical Pro- 
fejjion to that Family* whofe Anceflbr had fo valiantly 1 
commanded them, in the capacity of a Body of Victorious 
Soldiers. 1 

Let 



i When- the Earl's Triumphal Cavalcadi made their Public Entry into Chefter," 
after the Difperfion of Llewellin and his Britons j it is not improbable, that—. 

like 
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Let me now prefent you with a fummary View of thofe 
Cheflrire Manufcripts, wfiich are either at prefent in ray Pof- 
feflion, or of which I have been favoured with the oblig- 
ing Promife. — The Latter are printed in Italics. 

The Chefhire Domefday, peculiarly Co called — 13 

The moft. Material Parts of the Chefter Annals - - 15 

Ditto of the Hiftory of the Earldom of Chefter — 16 

Several* Extracts from Bradfhaw's Life of St. Werburgh 1 7 

A very improved and authentic Copy of the Vale Royal 27 

A Tranfcript of Laurence Boftoke's Collections — - 29 

Ditto of Sampfon Erdefwicke's — > — — 30 

Ditto of Ralfe Starkfe, the Antiquary — — 34- 

Heraldical Vifitation of Ralfe Starkie, Merchant — 36 

Heraldical Hiftory of Roger Wilcoxon ; another ditto 37 

. Very Material Parts of the Holmes's Collections — 38 

Dr. TVilliamJori s ' Compend of thefe ColkSlions 39 

Bijhop GafireTs of Ditto T in a large Folio Volume — 4a 

Tranfcript of Bifhop Stratford's Letters — — 41 

Ditto of CatheraH's Collections — — — 41 

Tranfcript 

like the Return of Saul after the Slaughter of the Phil.iftines— his Victorious 
«* Mittflrtlt played before him, with Tabrets, and with Joy, and with all their 
«* Inftruments of Mufic." But whether they did or no, thus much is indifpu- 
tably certain •, that the Muficians always played upon their Inftruments of Min- 
ftrelfy, before the Earl of Chefter's Reprejentative, the Lord of Dutton in. 
their Proceffion to St. John's Church, at the Midfummer Anniverfary. 
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Page 

Tranfcript of Mr. Vernon's — — — — 42 
Sir William Brereton's Letters and Tranfa&ions in 

5 Folio Volumes — — — — — 43 
Mr. Booth- of Twemlowe s ColleElions — ~ — 44 
Afhmole's Drawings of a Variety of Antiquarian Re- 
mains — ~ — — — 45 
Sir Peter Leycefter's Collections, in 20 Volumes ~ 54 
Mr. Wilbraham's, for the Diftridfc of Namptwich — 54 
Rev. Mr. Stones's, in 3 Volumes -- — 58 
Mr. War bur tori *s, Somerfet Herald^ in 4 Volumes — 59 
Mr. Carrington's — — — ~ — 60 
Dr. Gower's — — .— — — 61 
The late Recorder's of the City of Chefter — — 62 
Liber Petri Dutton, armigeri — — . — fiy 
Ledger Book of Vale-Royal Abbey — — — 68 

The "following Maniifcripts have not been mentioned in 
the preceding Sketch of Materials; becaufe the Authours, 
and the Collectors of them, were equally unknown. But I 
am fufficiently happy, either in the Promife, or the Pofleffion 
of them. 

1 A large Folio of 631 pages, containing a variety of 
very curious Miscellaneous Obfervatioris, relative to the 
County and City of Chefter j digefted alphabetically. 

•2.Anothe* 
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a Another Volume in Folio, containing the Inquifitiontpoft 
ptorjtetp, frofli the 33d year; of Edward the Third to the 24th 
of JJenry .&£ Seventh. — Both which have been commu- 
nicated to me through the extreme kindnefs of Mr. Lowe, 
of Chriftleton. 

3 A Fajdary in : Foli«* of ali the Tenures, in Capite, dur- 
ing the Reign of Philip and Mary ; tranfmitted to me by 
the Rev. Mr. Price, Bodley-Librarian, with that commu- 
nicative zeal, which is peculiar to the literary friend of every 
intended publication. • . • ' 

4 Another Volume in Folio, of the moft ancient and 
-famods Gty of Chefter. -'• •' / • '■ r - : 

5, 6V Two) Quarto Volubies* treating of Chefter % '-lent to 
me in the moft obliging manner -by Mr. Speedj Deputy Re- 

gifter.-r-One' of: them is arranged under 38 Chapters. 

• - • ' ■ ' . " ' ■ ,. ' 

7 Another Volume in Quarto, upon the fame Sdbjedl. 
— This too was tranfmitted through the Favor of the Rev» 

,Mr. Price, Boctfey-JLil?rarjan, '.' 

.* j / . ::.:...-.- .; r,.-. : A <.. •. '• :• ;t ."* : . ' : ■ * 

8 A thin Quarto Volumefcon $*£ Siege of.^hefter, com* 
municated through the very friendly civility of the Rev. 
Mr. Harwood ... 

€ • - 

t . . i 

j ' . , * . t :.. '-. « * - •« -• ' * « * * 
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9 A curious iTreatife in Qdarto, mfcrioed Liber B, con- 
. taining many valuable Materials' ;' and $ftr*ifted'to me with 
the greatdl Inftances of • Benevolence and Regard, by the 
Rev. Mr. Allen,' Redor of Torpcrley. 

* .. > 

io A fair Manufcript in Odtavo, of 200 pages, principally 
relating to the City of.Cheftdrr; but 'including a varaety of 
Mifcellanebus Remarks^-very kindly and obligingly- (ent to 
me by Mils TMon of Chefter. ' : .\ . '. 

1 1 Several Manufcript s in the Pojfejfion of Mr, Orme of 
Chefier \ 'which he has genteely promifed me the Ufe of 

1 2 A Tranfcript, in a large Folio Volume, of Mifcel- 
laneous Articles, under the following Titles. 

The Family and Defcent of Hugh Earl of Ghefteri . 1 

_ The Ads of the Seven Earls of. Chefter; 

Extracts from the Chronicles of Roger of Chefter. - '■■' \ 
Extrads from the Chronicles of the Abbey of St. Wer» 

.burgh. 

Of the Holy Virgin St. Werburgh. . - 

Extradb from the Chronicleb-of the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory 

of Chefter, brought down from the earlieft Times to the 

•year 1410, by John Rochfotd. 



* Mr. Alien has favoured me with a (till more valuable Manufcript 1 which has 
been commemorated in the preceding Sketch. 

* < " ■ Some 
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Some Hiftorical Accounts of die Abbey of Stanlaw, 
founded by John Lacy, Cmftable of Chefter, and Baron of 
Halton, A. D. U72 ; with a Catalogue of the Abbots. 

Some Particulars of the Abbey of Stanlaw, and of the 
Family of the Laceys, the Founders of it. 

Of the Genealogy, of the Founders of the Abbey of Stan^ 
law. 

A Chronicle of the Abbey of Stanlaw. 

The Charter of the Abbey of Pulton 1153. 

The Charter of Roger, Conflable of Chefter, to the Pri- 
ory of Norton. - 

The Pedigrees of the Families of Bofloke and Egerton in 
Chefhire. 

1 

13 Another Tranfcript .in Folio,.. containing Charters 0/ 
Confirmation, of the Dignity of Earl of Chefter^ to the 
King's eldeft Son, in the following Inftances — Edward, 
the Black Prince, Son of Edward the Third — Prince 
Edward, Son of Henry the Sixth — Prince Arthur* Son of 
Henry the Seventh — with a particular Account, in what 
manner the ufual Mise' of 3000 Marks was raifed by the 

» «« Mmes, are alfo thofe Ctf rings, which the Subjects of the Palatinate of 
** Chefter make to every Earl, at his Acceffion, for the E joyment of their an- 
«• cient Immunities. As an inftance, we have beeen informed, that the Mije paid 
«• to Charles the Firft, when he wai created Earl of Chefter, was about 2000 V\ 

SfdouA** Otafliij. 

He was the lafi Earl, who was advanced to this High Dignity., with all the 
CtremmUd of 'a fompus htvtfitort, . 
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Palatinate 1 , as a kind of free Gift from the Subje&s to their 
Prince, upon his aEtual Invejliture with the Dignity of this' 
Earldom. -r- In this Volume is an old Map of Cheihire-, 
printed about the year 1579, and elegantly coloured ; on 
the fides of which, are feveral curious Memorandums, with: 
the Names of all the Juftices of the Peace at that time in 
the County. 

14 Cestria illustrata ; or; The Armorial Bearings of 
Mxry individual Gentleman, in the County of Chefier^ taken . 
about' the Tear 1730. 

15 A Tranfcript of many Chefliire Particulars from the 
Couchir- Books of the Dutchy of Lancafter; more ef- 
pecially from Tom. i. infcribed Comitat. Ceftrke. 

• . . . > ' - • 

16 Several 'Cheshire Manufcripis* in the Hand "Writing of 
that great Antiquary Sir Wiujam Dugdale, now in the 
Library of the very ancient. and diftwguifhed Family oj 

! the Mainwajung* of Peover; dfefcendanfc, hy the" Femate 
X.ine» from Hugh Cyveuoc, the fifth Earl of Chefter. 
Which, the prefent Baronet, Sir Henry Mainwaring, has 



* As the Original Mrs e- Book, is fuppofed to be loft, the Recovery of it cer- 
tainly becomes a Part of our Hiftmc-Dtfidarata. And I have the Plcafurc «f 
informing yoo, that there is an authentic Copy of this ancient Mise-Book amongft 
the Manuscripts of $ir Peter Ley ccfter 5 

offered 
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offered me the liberal Ufc of, as well as of his whole Col- 
lection, in a Manner the moft engaging and polite. 

1 7 Some Perfpedtive Views of celebrated Remains by the 
elegant Draughtfman of my valuable and efteemed Friend 
Thomas Pennant, Efq. of Downing in Flint/hire, the in- 
genious and fenfible Author of British Zoologv. 

i 8 Under this Head of Delineations, may it not be. too 
much of the Egotifl to add ? — Several Hundred Drawings 
of Coats of Arms, curious Seals, and other Antiquarian Re- 
mains, copied— from very ancient and authentic Draughts 
ftill exifting — by an ingenious Artift under my own In- 
ipe&ion. 

19 A large Folio containing a variety of attefted Evi- 
dences, and Records, relating to moft of our ancient Fa- 
milies; extracted from the Inquifitions poft mortem, the 
Challenges of Affinity upon folemn Trials, and the feveral 
Heraldical Vifitations. 

20 A fmall Quarto containing the Hiftory of the Parifh 
of Coddington ; executed in fo concife and exalt a Man- 
ner, as to ferve for an almoft perfect Specimen of Parochial 
Hiftory. — Both thefe were very obligingly communicated 
tome by RicHARp Masse y, Efq. of Codington. 



318630R 



9« POSTSCRIPT. 

20 An authentic and curious Narrative of the Barony, 
and Barons, of Wick Malbank, or Namptwich ; and of the 

Divifion of this Barony amongft the Heirs Female. 

This Manufcript is the Property of the Rev. Mr. William 
Massey, of Poole and Chefter, whofe early Friendfhip the 
Author remembers and acknowledges with Pleafure. 

21 An Hiftorical Account of all the Chefhire Baronies 
in general^ created by Hugh Lupus, with fome Memorials 
of the Lives and Characters of the flrft Barons, and their 
Succeflbrs — copied from Dods worth's M. S. S. in the 
Bodleian Library, by the Rev. Mr. Price, the very worthy 
Librarian. 

22. The original Teftamentary Deed of Randle Blunde- 
ville, the tnoft celebrated of all the Earls of Chefter, by 
which he bequeathed his Heart to be interred at Dieulacres y 
in Stafford/hire, a Ciftertian Abbey of his own Foundation, — 
This very remarkable Deed is now in the Cuftody of Mr, 
Wells of Bo/well Court, London, the prefent Proprietor of 
thefe Religious Remains',, and who has obligingly offered me aw 
exaSl Copy of the Original, 

23 A Folio Volume containing great Variety bf extracts 
from Cheshire Evidences and Deeds, collected by Dr^ 
Williamson, and digefted by Mr* William Cowpeb^ 
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Schoolmafter of Chitton. For the Ufe of which I am in- 
debted to the Friehdihip of the Rev. Mr. Stones of Cnef- 
ter; whofe Father's Name, as aa Hiftorical Colle&or for 
this County, can, never be mentioned with fufficient Honour 

24 A Collection of loofe Papers, containing an Abftraft 
of a)l the Manors in Chefhire, their diftin6t original Privi- 
leges, and early Value, with an Account of the Proprie- 
tors of them from the Year 1270 to the Year iyro. 

This valuable .Collection was generoufly entrufted tome 
by the Rev. Mr. Aldersey, of Alderfey. 

25 Two very large and authentic Parchment Rolls, one 
relating to the Hundred of Broxton, the other to the Ab- 
by of St. Werburgh, with many other Civilities, have been 
liberally beftowed upon me by Philip Egerton, Ef<j. of 
Olton. 

26 A Variety of ancient Charters with well preferved 
and curious Seals appendant to them, and a particular State 
of the Town and* Salt Works of Middlewich during the 
laft Century,, with a free Infpe&ion into the Evidence- 
Room at Kinderton, have been beneficently indulged me 
by the Right Honourable Lord Vernon, Baron of Kin- 
derton. 
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27 Niifre large Vokimes in Folio from that moft valu- 
able Cdlle&ion, mentioned in Page the 420*, to have been 
made by the accurate and indefatigable Mr. William Ver- 
non. — Amongft thefeis a Tranfcript of t&e principal Ar- 
ticles contained in that lingular Record, the Cbejhire \Do- 
mefday t which was remaining in the Caftle of Chefter-in 
tiie Year' 1638. . This Record, was always efteem'd of that 
invaluable. Nature, as to "have b>en,preferyed only in the 
private cuftody of the Chief Juftice of Chefter. As fuch 
it paffed into the Hands of the famous John JBradjhaw, in ■ 
the Year 1647, and* amidft the. GonfuEon of thofe. Times 
never more became t&e Property of the. Public.-- t-AU thefe 
Volumes were, transmitted to me by Pbter- Shajcerley, 
Efq. of Sonjerford, whofe acknowledged. Tafte in every 
Branch of polite. Iyitexatiire makes Mm the more freely 
communicative, of thefe excellent and ample. Materials 

- 28 To .the fame liberal • and" communicative Hand I am . 
indebted fox fevcr-at mqre Volumes of Ghe&ire Colle&ipns, . 
— One of them containing the Lives .and Transitions x>f 
our feveiv Ear Js or local <Monaf chs. , 

29 Suffic5entI)r1iappy•as , I«amih the aftud P6ffefl5on of 
Dr. JPVlidmfons Cdmpend of the tJoimefs Colle<Stions, : .and* 
of an authentic Copy of Bifhop GaJireVs Not id a Ceflrienfis y ( 
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^cairndw infctfnj you* tftattjie fatter is fo compleat upon 
i&rtry : Article -'.of ' j&ctifaft.icak Charitable, and I may ak- 
TOpft . &y, Cw/ ioteHigoixice-^— that the Reader niuft be 
aeaazedy at the Pain& and Induftry his Lordfhip has exert- 
ed, ; ih Committing to Writing filcn an- extenfive Fund of 
Coifc<&n<^ "not barely relating to the County of Chefter, 
fojtf ,%q the whole. Dioceie.- 



,'•') ;....') l- i; 



: ;3P);$te$fc tfcefje . $&? et* wen* ta the Frefs, I have been 
-obligingly favoured with thofe Manuscripts of Mr. Orme, 
wlmiH are mentioned in the iith Article. — They confift 
of eight\V6lujnes Jti 'folia/ and : eontain a great Variety of 
.'iemaflbftjs; a^4 } valuablje Information. 



jpay ^Jear .FriejBj4^ js .3, fummary View of the en- 
'laxgfid and copious Trcaftitfe.-of .our Manufcript Materials. 
AM ; as t&ty <{&Hh&rikjel? : exceed thole- of every other 
County, not only in Number, but in Value— : it furely af- 
fords : a, pkafmg Sanson r tCv<)u.r Hopes and -Wiflies, . that 
.any w<ell~cpj*cej*e<J Plan ibr digeftiftg them into a reguhu- 
Hiftory, will meet With a Provincial Encouragement equal 
to their intrinfick Merit ; — and that it may not be only in. 
the Raptures of the Eoet,,that we may be able- to fay 0$ 
our Palatinate, 

O ! thou thrice happy Shire ; confined Co to be 
"Twixt two fuch famous Floods, as Merfey is, and Dee. 

Drayton's Po?y~OJb.S<mg-Ki Line 3^,. 
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nr* HERE was a Randal .Mjnjhujl., who pjciejTedly-m*de Cojlejfltfpnfi 
for "jhe Antiquities of. .Cheihire. by. tW pcfi*e of. Lord. Malpas. 
The time x of his : colle<&rig is uncertain:. '-'But ft^a^moft probably the 
fame PerToh, who -held -ia £requenrKtertfry Correfpbndertcec "ifath'J Lord 
•Oxford about. the year 1720;. ^Ajridifliould any Reader o£ $is Skefcch 
know any Particulars o/ r thi^ ^Ue<SSofn; -jhe Intelligence would befe£ 
teemed a reaj Favour.— .It is. .mentioned in Page .^5,. that rWilliaiji 
Webb was a Writer upon Poetry. Hi* ai&ciate" .William. Smith "was 
equally a Poetic Writer. According to Gerard Laftgbiiiie/he'publltfxed 
two Plays, one under the Title of " Heffor of Germany, the other of, 
'«« Tie Freeman, s -jKwoafr.^'-^-In-Page 86, there '-fa an Aecounlf oJ the 
, Genealogy of ihcFounicrs oFlStanUw .Abhy... . Thtfc fcre^al Perfdpi- 
ages are reprefented in a curious ancient Painting now remaining. at Ejifton 
Lqdge in Effex, the Seat of that mqft rcfpcftable Peer, Lord. Vjfcount 
Maynard— -They are whole Length 'Figures, from John Lacy 1172. 
to Henry the 4th.— 'In Page 16; Robert Sanglahd is mifprihted fdr 
&ai*gland r See more of him, and this pamper'd Monk, in Drayton's 
~Poiyr 6lbV'SQ%. xi, page 187.-111 Page 18, John Pitt's Account 
'. of Henry Tfrao^w.is.qaoted * from JBiraop .NichoUbn ; but the Bi(hop 
• is fuppos'pVto ;k a *£ n * i ^ a . 1 ?? te ^ him.-*— In Tage ^22, what is ; ftid x>£ 
the DeIay-of:the ingenious- Artift relates to the firft- Edition. -r-In^Page 
6c, the Word? jntild.m& plant are tranfpos'dV it was Bathurft who was 
as celebrated for IPbhtations, as Boyle fox Architecture — In Page 68 
' chara&eric is mifprinteMipr chara&eriittc; — In Page 78, the Expreffion 
of Peter Pence is nt>t intended to relate to the Papal Tax in queftion, 
as this Tax is afterwards particularly call'd- the Papal Tenths j it is only 
intended to.cpnvey the inilgar Phrafc for all Taxes impos'd by the Au- 
thority of the Pope. * 
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